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CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY for new construction rose seasonally 
May (by percent) $4.1 billion, bringing the total for the first months 
$17.7 the same the comparable 1957 period. This year's 
January-May estimate reflects rise public construction, owing prima- 


rily increased spending for highways and public housing (mostly Capehart projects 


for the armed Private outlays for the first months 1958 ($12.5 bil- 
lion) were slightly lower than year earlier. 


HOUSING STARTS MAY--Nonfarm housing starts rose little more than season- 


ally from 95,000 April 105,000 little above the May 1957 figure 


103,000. Private starts May, totaling 98,000, were seasonally adjusted an- 
nual rate 1,010,000--marking return the better-than-a-million rate prevailing 
during the latter half 1957 and January The 413,000 private and public 
units begun during the first months 1958 almost equaled the figure for the same 
1957 


FHA-VA ACTIVITY MAY--Following substantial gain April (38 percent), hous- 
ing begun under FHA programs increased another percent May, 2,800 
25,500. This was the highest FHA starts total since August 1955 and accounted for 
over one-fourth all private dwelling units started May. Starts under the 
program rose only slightly 6,000, alltime low for the month. The relatively 
small increases FHA and starts this May did not yet reflect activity resulting 
from the upsurge applications for FHA insurance and appraisal requests this 
spring. Units FHA applications rose percent 38,445 highest 
total since mid-1954, before the 1954-55 housing boom. Units appraisal re- 


quests jumped percent 29,170, after tripling April, and were their highest 


level since October 1956, 


NONFARM MORTGAGE RECORDINGS APRIL--The value nonfarm mortgage 
recordings continued the spring upturn which began March, increasing 


percent over billion. This brought the total for the first months 1958 


almost $7.4 billion, but still percent below the comparable 1957 figure. The de- 
cline over the year was shared all lending groups except commercial banks, for 
which 1958 mortgage activity equaled the 1957 figure for the January-April period 


and exceeded for March and April--the first over-the-year gains since 1956. Com- 
mercial banks account for about one-fifth mortgage lending, second only the 
share savings and loan associations. 


BUILDING PERMIT ACTIVITY APRIL--Building-permit valuations rose percent 
April billion, with increases shown fer all major types new building 
except community structures(schools, hospitals, churches), Authorizations for new 
stores and dwelling units (up and percent, respectively) accounted for most 
the gain from March. The strong recovery April brought the 1958 total for the 
first months $5.6 billion, only slightly below the comparable 1957 figure. The 
decline from January-April 1957 was mainly because the continued lower level 
industrial building. 


PUBLIC CONTRACT AWARDS MARCH--The value contracts awarded for new 
public construction rose percent March $942 million, and the first-quarter- 
1958 total amounted $2.5 billion. The expansion reflected ad- 
vances percent for work and percent for State and local 
However, the totals for both March and the first months 1958 were down from 
year earlier (about percent) but exceeded comparable figures for all prior 
Comparing data for 1957 and 1958, the decline this year reflected 
drop awards for most major types Federal work, for State toll roads, and 
for State and local water systems and 
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CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTS APRIL AND MAY--The value construction con- 
tracts awarded during the months ending April 1958, reported the 
Dodge Corp. was less than percent below the total for the comparable 
Awards for residential buildings and public works were slightly, whereas public 
utilities were down 

Reports the Engineering News-Record the value large construction con- 
tracts awarded during the months ending May 1958, although percent below 
the total for the same period last year, continued show improvement over the an- 
nual totals recent The private sector was down percent, owing prima- 
rily weakness industrial buildings, whereas the public sector was percent, 


CONSTRUCTION COSTS APRIL--The Department Commerce composite index 
April, 138 was percent above the April 1957 level. Relative sta- 
bility construction costs during the past months indicated the narrow 
point range variation the index during that period. 


CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS PRICES MAY--The wholesale price index con- 
struction materials rose slightly May from the revised April index 
129.0 reflected, principally, higher prices for softwood lumber, 
hardwood flooring, building hardware, and asphalt roofing, partly response 
seasonal increase general building These increases, and fractional 
rise the price ready-mixed concrete, were partially offset sizable drop 
percent) softwood plywood prices and smaller decline for copper water 


CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS OUTPUT MARCH--The output construction mate- 
rials March, measured the Composite Output Index, rose percent over 
February but was still percent below March 1957, Output during the first 
ter 1958 was percent lower than the same quarter year ago. All major 
groups materials rose from February, with increases ranging from percent for 
millwork percent for asphalt and tar roofing and siding products. These changes 
represented, the main, expected seasonal increases. Except for asphalt and tar 
roofing and siding, which was percent over March 1957, all other groups were 
below year-earlier levels, with declines ranging from percent for heating and 
plumbing equipment percent for iron and steel 


CONTRACT CONSTRUCTION EMPLOYMENT MAY--Employment contract con- 
struction increased 217,000 2,949,000 May--up more than seasonally for the 
third successive month. The decline from 1957 levels had narrowed from about 
percent during the first quarter 1958 percent May. Data type con- 
tractor, now available through April, indicate that the increase from March was 
industrywide, with the largest gain reported building contractors. Employment 
this April continued below April 1957 levels among all major groups contractors 
except those engaged highway and street construction (up slightly), with declines 
ranging from percent heavy engineering percent general building. 


HOURS AND EARNINGS average workweek contract construction 
rose again April, nearly half hour, following the sharp March gain more 
than hours. Thus, average weekly earnings increased almost $1, 
little above the high for the year January and $2.70 more than April 1957. 
Hourly earnings have fluctuated within very narrow range since about 
$3, cents more than year The largest gains hours and earnings 
from March April were highway work, which showed 2-hour rise the work- 
week hours, 4-cent increase the hourly earnings $2.45, and 
vance weekly pay. 
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Cooperative Housing the United States 


JEAN FLEXNER* 


Since the end World War II, cooperative housing has experienced minor boom the United 
States. The new developments are mainly apartment projects, and although heavily concentrated 
New York City, they are found all regions the country. They have been aided State and Fed- 
eral legislation. About 45,000 units cooperative housing have been financed with federally insured 
mortgages since 1950, out overall total existing cooperative housing 1958 about 100,000 
units. 


Cooperative housing has been promoted one solution the shelter problems middle-income 
families--those with incomes just above the limits eligibility set for publicly subsidized 
housing cooperative association that controlled the votes the members member, 
vote); the membership based owning shares which entitle the holder lot, dwelling unit 
for his own use; the return outside capital limited; the savings net earnings are distributed 
members refunds, are used for agreed upon community purposes. 


The application cooperative principles housing varies extent. Sometimes the cooper- 
ative limits itself the purchase land for the members; may also plan and lay out the site, install 
utilities, collectively engage legal and architectural services, and construct the building. Cooperatives 
which dissolve after completing one more these stages are called co-venture sales type cooper- 
atives. the cooperative provides for operation the project after completion, called all-the- 
way management type Cooperative. 


Cooperative housing has made much less headway this country than many countries 
Europe--principally the three Scandinavian countries and the Netherlands, where has received some 
governmental assistance the form direct loans even outright subsidy. 


spite their recent spurt this country, housing cooperatives continue provide only 


very small part the new housing supply. The bulk all the housing built recent years the 


United States (90 percent) has been 4-family dwelling units. mere handful these have 
been built cooperatives, and most these have been sales-type cooperatives. blanket mortgage 
was secured the cooperative, the individual mortgages are released each unit sold the 
occupants. When the sale all units completed the cooperative dissolved. Most sales-type 
cooperatives have built single-family homes. 


All-the-way, management-type, cooperatives are usually apartment projects. However, although 
dwellings cooperative apartments are much more numerous than units 4-family cooperatives, 
they nevertheless account for small part new multifamily housing. 


cooperative apartment house the management type, the members purchase shares, and the 
share entitles the holder long-term lease apartment; the owner-occupants elect board 
manage the property and pass new tenants owners, apartments are resold subleased be- 
cause the family has move away. Such projects often contain shopping centers with cooperative 


supermarket, nursery school and playground, adult recreation meeting rooms, and other facilities 
cooperatively owned and managed. 


Commercial builders may sponsor and build cooperative apartment houses, for the profit from 
construction and sale the units, and some cases also from the continuing management the 


property. 


the Office Labor Economics, Bureau Labor Statistics, Department Labor. 
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CONSTRUCTION REVIEW 


Within the last few years, increasing number labor organizations sponsored cooperative 
multifamily housing projects means adding the supply middle-income housing type 
that their own members can afford, and investment for the pension and welfare funds collected 
under collective bargaining agreements. Most this housing has been built and around New York 
City, where advantage taken State and municipal well Federal aid encourage redevelop- 
ment urban land and moderate-priced housing, and where also consumer-sponsored housing projects 
have existed for years (the longest span successful cooperative housing experience anywhere 
the United States). Other sponsors have been veterans’ organizations, civic leaders, and private 
agencies devoted assisting housing cooperatives. 


order show how cooperative housing has developed the United States, necessary 
consider both legislative and private organizational stimuli. difficult disentangle the part 
played, any specific situation, public officials, civic leaders, social organizations, trade unions, 
bankers, builders, architects and other experts. generally agreed, however, that the least part 
the early stages usually played the prospective cooperators themselves. has been found largely 
impractical for the householders occupants initiate and carry through large-scale housing projects. 
Sponsors other than the members the cooperative usually assume responsibility (1) for financing, land 
acquisition,and other business arrangements, and (2) for educating those who subscribe shares the 
cooperative the principles cooperation. Where sponsors have combined and given equal emphasis 
these two functions, the projects usually have been successful cooperative terms. 


LEGISLATION AND HOUSING COOPERATIVES 


Incorporation 

housing cooperative must incorporated under appropriate State law--there being Federal 
statute for this purpose. some States, consumer cooperative laws are broad enough permit housing 
cooperatives. others, limited-dividend housing company laws urban redevelopment company laws 
provide appropriate means, cooperative housing corporation may formed under the general 
corporation laws. 


Usually, the statutes permit incorporation very small number persons. Thus, recruiting 
the membership may take place after the project has advanced certain number stages. such 
cases, the sponsor determines the nature and extent the project, often consultation with Federal 
State agency, depending upon the type financing the group plans use. 


Federal mortgage insurance 

The National Housing Act was amended 1950 add section (Sec. 213) extending the Federal 
mortgage insurance program cooperatives. was believed that this program, insuring private insti- 
tutional lenders against loss residential mortgages, would assist cooperatives finding private 
sources finance, and would thus aid middle-income families solve their housing problems. 


present, taking account intervening amendments the act since 1950, the Federal Housing 
Administration (FHA) will insure Sec. 213 mortgages percent the estimated replacement cost 
the property (95 percent, veterans constitute least half the membership the cooperative), 
subject certain maximum dollar amounts per room and per dwelling unit. These maxima are higher for 
the veterans’ cooperatives, and for elevator type structures and structures where larger apartments 
predominate. high cost areas, the discretion the commissioner, the limits may increased 
$1,000 The following tabulation presents these figures detail: 


Veterans’ Other 
cooperatives cooperatives 
Nonelevator type structures: 
Per dwelling unit project averages 
Elevator type 
Per dwelling unit project averages 
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CONSTRUCTION REVIEW 


The mortgage may insured for period years--the most liberal amortization period 
permitted under the National Housing Act. The maximum interest rate Sec. 213 project mortgage 
(for more families) percent, the same for the major rental housing program FHA 
(Sec. 207). The maximum interest rate sales-type individual mortgage percent. Sales-type 
home mortgages insured under all other FHA programs, except for armed services housing, call for 
higher interest rates. addition, FHA charges insurance premium which the same for 
most programs, 0.5 percent the average unpaid balance. 


With the Housing Act 1956, the initiation new cooperative housing projects under Sec. 213 
was given special impetus provision which permits sponsor cooperative obtain loan 
commitment percent replacement cost and proceed with construction before the prospective 
cooperative has been formed. The sponsor must certify intent sell cooperative within years 
after completion. When sells, earns fee investor-sponsor. Until that time, regulated 
FHA rents, capital structure, and rate Sponsors using this section may builders, 
investors, unions, and nonprofit organizations. 


Federal assistance urban renewal areas 

January 1958, cooperatives were permitted, regulation, obtain Federal mortgage insurance 
under Sec. 220 the National Housing Act federally recognized urban renewal areas. Prior that 
time, the Sec. 220 program was available for rental projects only. Now cooperatives may share the 
advantages derived from federally assisted land purchase the heart large cities, and from the 
benefits Federal grants communities for urban planning. The maximum mortgage amount that may 
insured under Sec. 220 and the amortization period the same for nonveteran cooperatives under 
Sec. 213, but the interest rate higher percent). 


Secondary mortgage market provisions 

Financing cooperatives with FHA-insured loans has been further assisted the secondary 
mortgage operations the Federal National Mortgage Association (FNMA). The FNMA was authorized 
the Housing Amendments 1955 purchase Sec. 213 mortgages under the agency’s special assis- 
tance functions. Sec. 220 mortgages also benefit from the FNMA special under 
which mortgages are bought par FNMA until August 1958. total fund $50 million was 
established for Sec. 213 mortgages 1955, with ceiling million per State. Another $50 million 
was authorized for this special assistance program 1956, and additional $100 million 1957. Each 
successive issue provided for additional million ceiling for each State. the last $100 million, 
$50 million was designated exclusively for consumer-sponsored cooperatives. 


State legislation 

number States have legislation promote slum clearance and urban redevelopment, and 
States, was reported the first National Conference Cooperative Housing 1958, have laws 
permitting partial tax rebates limited-dividend nonprofit housing 


New York State pioneered giving assistance middle-income housing, considerable part 
which was built for cooperative tenancy. Housing cooperatives have been built with State and city aid 
New York State since 1926. Legislation fostering the relatively low cost construction dwellings 
for low- and middle-income families was facilitated amendment the State constitution adopted 
1939, which authorized public loans and tax concessions for both types housing? 


the present time, cooperatives are providing housing New York State under two different 
statutes: The Public Housing Law and the Redevelopment Companies Act 1943. the Public 
Housing Law, there are two separate types private cooperative and rental housing authorized-- 
(1) limited-dividend housing companies (under laws enacted 1926, 1927, 1928, 1940, 1948, and 1949), 
which rely private capital completely, and (2) limited-profit housing companies under law enacted 


Delaware, Louisiana, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, New Jersey, New York, 
Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin. 

2In addition, cash subsidies are provided for low-rent housing which built and operated public 
authorities rental basis. 
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1955, which not only permits the investment private capital but the use State and municipal loan 
funds well. 1926 and 1955, cooperatives and (noncooperative) rental projects were 
built under this law housing 6,330 and 4,814 families, Several the early cooperatives 
were built under the sponsorship the Amalgamated Clothing Workers America. 


number respects, the limited-dividend and limited-profit operations are similar, but there 
are some differences. Both types housing companies attempt attract mortgage investments in- 
surance companies, savings institutions, and public bodies. The mortgage may cover four-fifths 
the project costs the first, and percent the second, type company; the first type 
one-fifth (one-tenth the second) must subscribed the form capital stock. Returns for both 
types companies, whether the form interest loans, debentures, capital stock, are limited 
percent; dividends may cumulative. The housing companies may receive tax concessions from 
municipalities for period years the early acts, years the latest well 
exemption from State taxes income, franchise, organization, mortgage recording, etc. Their bonds, 
mortgages, and income debenture certificates are tax exempt. Monthly charges these projects are 
subject control the State Commissioner Housing, and owner occupiers are selected the basis 
probable family earnings. 


The annual income the occupying families limited times the annual rent, times 
the case veterans. income occupants increases percent above the legal ratio, tenant 
may required move, except that occupancy may continue hardship cases pay- 
ment surcharge the company until income more than percent above the legal ratio, when 
shall required vacate. cooperative-tenant owner cannot required move unless his equity 
fully reimbursed. For limited-profit housing companies organized under the 1955 law, the companies 
are required transmit rental surcharges the municipality which has granted tax exemption. 


The 1955 law went further than the previous acts providing for direct loans the State, 
cities, privately sponsored housing companies under State municipal supervision, percent 
project cost, interest rates depending the market for their bonds. Interest the first loan was 
3-1/2 percent 1957. special State fund $50 million was approved for this purpose referendum 
vote 


Redevelopment companies are organized under series laws adopted 1941, 1942, and 1943, 
further slum clearance and urban redevelopment. The municipality may take land condemnation 
proceedings for resale redevelopment companies and may grant partial tax exemption for period not 
exceed years. The redevelopment companies are required clear land, replan and reconstruct 
modernize substandard areas, provide safe, sanitary, and properly planned housing, effectua- 
tion official city plans. Rents these housing projects are regulated the contract between the 
corporation and the municipality, but the law does not lay down income limits for tenants owner- 
occupiers. Insurance companies are permitted invest in, organize, control redevelopment 
companies. 


number redevelopment companies have been organized cooperatives, including the Inter- 
national Ladies’ Garment Workers’ Cooperative Village, housing 1,675 families the Corlears Hook 
section, and the Hillman Houses the Amalgamated Clothing Workers, housing 800 families Grand 
Street lower Manhattan. the planning stage 2,520 unit cooperative housing development 
the Chelsea area, financed ILGWU welfare, pension, and general funds. 


3New York State Division Housing, Report Govemor Middle Income Housing, January 26, 1956. 
periods exemption actually granted were from years. 


York State Division Housing, Housing Responsibilities, 1956 Report Governor, December 31, 
1956, 59; and Middle Income Housing: The New York Program Senator MacNeil Mitchell (in State Govern- 
ment, July 1956, Vol. 29, No. pp. 127-130). 
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NONPROFIT SPONSORS COOPERATIVES 


The Amalgamated Clothing Workers America sponsored the earliest large-scale housing venture 
organized cooperative. Interest started among group members the union’s credit union, 
which was organized New York City 1923. The national office took hold the project, helped 
arrange for financing and for supervision during construction, and interested the Metropolitan Life 
Insurance Co. purchasing two-thirds mortgage. The Amalgamated and other subsidiaries 
the national union gave assistance the form partial construction loan, and also making per- 
sonal loans members who had not saved the full downpayment required. The union required that be- 
fore any sale individual apartments was made, the cooperative must given the option repurchase 
the original price paid for the shares, and case the cooperative itself contemplated sale the 
building, the union retained option purchase. 


Between 1926 and 1951, structures were built under the sponsorship this union coopera- 
tives. The prewar projects successfully weathered the depression, without refinancing loss 
cooperators who had leave. 


After World War II, other unions entered the cooperative housing field partly increase the supply 
housing type which their members could afford, partly invest union welfare and pension funds. 
addition the Amalgamated Clothing Workers and the International Ladies’ Garment Workers, the 
following unions have sponsored helped finance housing cooperatives, for the most part the 
New York City area: the Electrical Workers’ Local No. together with the Pension 
Committee the Joint Industry Board the Electrical Industry York; the New York Building 
Trades Council; the Brotherhood Painters, Decorators and Paperhangers; the Amalga- 
mated Meat Cutters and Butcher Workmen; the New York Hotel Trades Council; and the International 
Bakery and Confectionery Workers’ Union. The most ambitious projects outside the needle trades 
the Electrical Workers’ developments the borough Queens, called They consist 
separate projects completed between 1951 and 1954, containing total structures and 2,216 
dwelling units. 

local union the Textile Workers Union America sponsoring cooperative housing devel- 
opment for both union members and other townspeople southern textile mill town where many the 
existing houses were company built, many dwellings are now considered substandard, and 
housing for moderate- low-income families scarce. Application being made for FHA mortgage 
insurance under Sec. 213 for approximately 100 single-family houses about $9,000 each. The United 
Automobile Workers are planning under Sec. 213 Milpitas, Calif., and the 
Building Trades Council, one Fresno, Calif. 


Other nonprofit sponsors include credit unions, and religious, educational, and civic bodies. 
Omaha, Neb., the Omaha Educational Association sponsored Sec. 213 cooperative for teachers. 
employees the United Nations’ Secretariat New York have organized cooperative 
housing project Westchester, second co-venture project provide improved 
lots members. 

Veteran’s groups assisted civic and business leaders and the New York State 
Housing sponsored two cooperative projects the New York area. 


Mutual cooperative corporations, many with large veteran membership, have purchased from 
Public Housing Administration 22,000 dwelling units States, many them built 
housing. The mortgages these projects are held PHAS, 


TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE HOUSING COOPERATIVES 


Because the difficulities which families have organizing successful housing cooperatives 
from the ground up, the role sponsors and organizations prepared render legal and technical assist- 
ance very important. Some this assistance has been free, provided from philanthropic sources orf 
government agencies; some has been fee basis. The costs may covered the 
total value which mortgages insured FHA are based. 


Cooperatives the 1949-50,BLS Bull. 1093 (pp. 65-68). 
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Government agencies 


Both the Federal Housing Administration the Federal Government and the New York State 
Commissioner Housing provide guidance and counseling sponsors cooperative housing projects. 
The technical services provided may also include the step-by-step arrangements which 
need made obtaining financing and membership. the case FHA, such services result 
from the administrative responsibilities for insuring the mortgage; the case the New York State 
Commissioner, the functions are prescribed the housing law. 


FHA, under its Office the Special Assistant for Cooperatives, furnishes guidance and assist- 
ance organizing housing cooperatives, adopting suitable bylaws, and recruiting membership. 
provides technical assistance also the planning, development, construction, and operation housing 
cooperatives: 


Assistance furnished also means the steps which both the FHA and each cooperative 
project take assure that FHA requirements for mortgage insurance are met. For example, drawing 
preliminary project plans, the sponsor consults with the local FHA insuring fice concerning fea- 
sibility and acceptability the site, obtaining mortgagee, and jointly submitting application for 
mortgage insurance. The FHA prepares project income analysis and appraisal, showing its estimate 
the replacement cost the project, and its estimate annual operating expenses, before indicating 
the amount of-mortgage which FHA will insure. 

The sponsor required calculate, and submit FHA the amount downpayment col- 
lected from each member, and the monthly charge necessary meet FHA’s estimate annual operating 
expense. The local FHA insuring office checks the credit standing subscribers the cooperative. 
Each member receives occupancy agreement standard form approved FHA, usually for 3-year 
term with continuing right renewal the the member which assures him permanent occu- 
pancy provided keeps his payments. The occupancy agreement spells out the maintenance and 
repairs performed the cooperative and the owner-occupier, respectively. the member 
wishes withdraw, the has the. option repufchasing his share stock. 


The Federal Housing Commissioner retains limited control over the affairs the cooperative 
means holding preferred stock preferred membership. FHA requires completion housing 
project form satisfactory the Commissioner, before final endorsement the 


the housing project continue under cooperative management, the sponsor required 
FHA make satisfactory arrangements for competent management. most Sec. 213 projects the 
management type, real estate management firms operate the buildings under model form contract. 
FHA has designed owner-management agreement for use cooperatives that wish use executive 
staffs composed their own members. 


The New York State Division Housing somewhat similar manner exercises detailed super- 
vision the building plans, and the construction projects undertaken with State aid. addition, 
the Division Housing has, over long period years, worked with civic and veterans’ groups, labor 
unions, insurance companies, savings banks and other mortgagees and investors, and building contrac- 
tors consultative and guidance capacity the development cooperative well other middle- 
income housing. has also promoted pilot cooperative projects its own initiative. 


Private agencies 
Two private organizations, formed after World War promote and organize cooperatives the 
housing field, have each set subsidiary service organizations. 


The United Housing Foundation (UHF),® membership corporation, made number 
labor organizations interested providing cooperative housing, few civic groups, and large number 
the existing nonprofit-sponsored cooperatives. Its most recent president was associated legal 


Federal Housing Administration, Brochure Information and Forms Cooperative Housing under 
Section 213 National Housing Act. 1958. 


Housing Foundation, 500 Fifth Ave., New York, 
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counsel with the Amalgamated Clothing Workers from the beginning that union’s housing 
The member organizations have been connected with cooperative housing projects, most them 
New York City. UHF itself the sponsor for the Seward Park development lower New York City, 
which house about 1,700 families, and the Peter Warbasse project, Brooklyn, house 5,200 
families. 


UHF and its subsidiary, Community Services, Inc.,? has worked with the Conference Presi- 
dents 213’s (i.e., cooperatives built under Sec. 213 the National Housing Act) developing 
cooperative purchasing supplies and other activities. also publishes and distributes magazine, 
Coop Contact, issued times year, all residents member cooperatives, and makes studies 
various practices which are interest housing cooperatives (for example, practices regard 
resale apartments). 


UHF acts clearing house for information cooperative housing. has explained trustees 
and officers union funds and charitable foundations the details sponsoring nonprofit 
interesting persons and institutions who have money invest, has been assistance the 
construction and financing large projects. 


The Foundation for Cooperative Housing (FCH) ‘presently consists group individuals 
interested the development low-cost and nonprofit cooperative housing. Trustees the Founda- 
tion act sponsors for consumer-organized housing cooperatives using conventional well State- 
aided financing, and help promote cooperative housing generally. 


The Foundation for Cooperative Housing Company, Inc., subsidiary FCH, provides variety 
technical services groups interested cooperative housing. has operated principally outside 
New York. Its principal activities have consisted organizing the conversion low-cost rental 
housing projects cooperative ownership and control; organizing and supervising construction 
cooperative projects developed builders investors and financed with mortgage insurance provided 
FHA; and assisting consumer groups interested developing their own cooperative projects all 
types. 


FCH has helped convert former public housing projects totaling 2,500 units cooperative 
ownership, well smaller projects, and has assisted developing more than dozen new 
construction cooperative projects the past years. depends entirely fees for services 
renders. has provided assistance groups States and has maintained average field 
offices outside New York City. 


The FCH Company has also worked with the Conference Presidents 213’s. Together with 
the conference, has begun organize loose regional federation housing cooperatives all types 
that the several hundred management-type cooperatives already built under Sec. 213 can benefit from 
each other’s experience. 


The Cooperative League the organization representing all types cooperatives, 
has promoted the idea cooperative housing and disseminated general literature the subject among 
its affiliated organizations and the general public, including quarterly publication Co-Op Housing. 


Washington, C., March 1958. 


NUMBER COOPERATIVE DWELLING UNITS 


not possible say precisely how many dwelling units are cooperatively owned built, be- 
cause the housing and construction statistics that are regularly collected not distinguish this type 
ownership. The principal sources information are: (1) mortgages insured FHA under Sec. 213, 
and (2) cooperative projects operating under the New York State laws encourage middle-income 
housing. There very little overlap these statistics. 


Community Services Inc., 530 Grand St., New York 
Foundation for Cooperative Housing, 221 Fourth Ave., New York 
Cooperative League the U.S.A., 243 South Dearbom St., Chicago, 


was instrumental organizing the first National Conference Cooperative Housing, which was held 
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TABLE 1.--NUMBER AND AMOUNT MORTGAGES COOPERATIVE DWELLING UNITS INSURED UNDER SEC. 213 
THE NATIONAL HOUSING ACT, TYPE COOPERATIVE AND STATE, DECEMBER 31, 1957 


Type cooperative, and State Amount 


$459, 135, 627 


Management-type (chiefly apartment house units) 251, 694, 583 
New York 214, 634, 300 
California 11, 517, 500 
New Jersey 434, 000 

110, 200 

549, 600 

Georgia 1,040,000 
Other States 431, 200 


Sales-type (all single-family houses) 207, 441,044 
California 103, 844, 900 

31, 413,050 

15, 089, 900 

10, 478, 250 

844, 297 

806, 150 
600 
88, 800 
54, 597 


93,000 


Louisiana 
New Mexico 


37, 200 
2,800 
850 
550 


Source: Federal Housing Administration. 


the total number almost 45,000 dwelling units built with mortgages insured under Sec. 213, 
almost percent are apartment houses, and management-type cooperatives. (See table 
remainder are single-family houses, most which were built sales-type cooperatives. Sales-type 
cooperatives are widely distributed States, about half them are California where 
very large projects are located. The proportion units sales-type cooperatives has been increasing 
recent years. 


TABLE 2.--AMOUNT AND CHARACTERISTICS OF NEW HOUSING BUILT IN NEW YORK STATE 
UNDER VARIOUS STATE LAws, 1955 


Range monthly rent 
carrying charge per room, 


Rental including utilities 
Housing act companies 45, 239 


Redevelopment companies 107, 200 
Cooperative type 69, 317 $25. 
37, 883 $17. 36- $21.62 


Number of-- 
Type housing 


Source: New York State Division Housing. 


Includes projects completed August 31, 1955. 
Excludes Sec. 213 cooperatives. 
one small project built 1928, charges are $10.83, without utilities. 
one small project built 1931, rent $17.76 without utilities. 
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The management-type apartment-house cooperatives insured under Sec. 213 are heavily concen- 
trated New York City and this concentration also characterizes the housing cooperatives built under 
State housing and redevelopment laws. 


the cooperative housing built New York under these laws, about 22,000 dwelling units had 
been completed through 1955, the latest year for which statistics are available. (See table 2.) About 
three-fourths these were built under the redevelopment companies laws. Rental-type dwellings were 
also built under these acts, although they were not numerous cooperative units. 


CHARGES FOR COOPERATIVE APARTMENTS 


Initial downpayments and monthly charges vary widely for cooperative apartments. The variation 
depends the type structure--whether the apartments are walk-up elevator structures; the 
enabling legislation, any, under which the projects were built--whether not income and rentals are 
regulated; and the year which the project was built, for since 1926, and even since 1950, building 
costs have risen great deal. 


the case apartments for which commitments insure were made the FHA 1954, was 
found that monthly charges for cooperative apartments were somewhat less than rentals for other apart- 
ments the same general size and Although 1954 the latest year for which in- 
formation monthly charges available for these units, similar differential probably persists, 
because, contrast rental apartment projects, cooperative apartments not provide for capital 
retum investment the owner-occupants for recapture initial downpayments. Also, vacancy 
and maintenance allowances are greater rental than cooperative projects, which turnover less 
and occupants are often obliged some redecorating themselves. Besides, the case Sec. 213 
cooperatives, the method mortgage payment provides advantage the early years, since the 


payments are constant throughout the the mortgage, whereas projects under the major FHA 


rental-type programs, mortgage payments are higher the years and decline the mortgage 
paid off. Rents, however, are based the initial debt service. 


Information other characteristics the Sec. 213 cooperative apartments available for more 
recent periods. For example, 1956, the median downpayment for Sec. 213 apartments was about $1,150 
percent the total estimated replacement cost. The median mortgage amount was $11,600. The 
apartments usually consisted rooms more, and most 10) were projects having elevators! 


Downpayments for apartments built New York City under State-aided programs have 
much higher than those for apartments built under Sec. 213, and usually range upward from percent. 
projects completed since 1950, the average downpayments have ranged upwards much $650 
per room, and the units vary size from rooms. Monthly charges per room for these apart- 
ments (including utilities) range from $13 $25. 


Charges continue relatively low for cooperative apartments built New York City earlier 
years. For example, monthly charges group cooperatives built before World War were $11 
per room originally, and 1956 averaged $13.37. 


Excluding those receiving, addition, Sec. 213 insurance. 

Characteristics FHA Multifamily Housing, 1949 and 1953-54 (in Constmction Review, April 1956, 
pp- 8-9). 

Tenth Annual (1956), Housing and Home Finance Agency, 1957 (pp. 120-125). 

Report Governor Middle Income Housing New York State, January 26, 1956 (p. 23), and see 
table (p. 11). 
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STATISTICAL SERIES 


NOTE: ALL THE STATISTICAL SERIES IN CONSTRUCTION REVIEW 
ARE SUBJECT TO REVISION FOR THE LATEST PERIOD SHOWN. 


Part A--Construction Put Place 


NOTE: The monthly estimates Part are determined primarily past contract award movements, 
standard progress patterns, and assumed normal seasonal movements. They not reflect the effects 
varying numbers working days different months, nor special conditions influencing the 
volume activity any given month, such unusual weather, materials shortages, overtime, work 
stoppages, and delays. 


Table New Construction Put Place: Current Month, Type Construction 


Value (in millions dollars) Percent change 


Type construction 
Apr. 
1958 


TOTAL NEW 


PRIVATE CONSTRUCTION 
Residential buildings (nonfarm) 
New dwelling 
Additions and alterations 
Nonhousekeeping 
Nonresidential buildings 


Office buildings and warehouses.... 
Stores, restaurants, and garages .... 
Other nonresidential 
Hospital and 
Social and recreational 
Farm construction 
Public 
Telephone and 
Other public 
All other private 


PUBLIC 
Residential 
Nonresidential buildings 
Educational 
Hospital and institutional 
Administrative and service 
Other nonresidential buildings 
Military facilities 
Sewer and water systems 


Public service enterprises 
Conservation and development 


Source: Departments Commerce and Labor. Revised data. Change less than one-half percent. 
Revisions are shown for 1957-58, and are pending, but not yet available, for 1956. 


it 
1957-58 
698| 689| 705| 746| 3,515| 3,751| -11 
88 80 ris 73 87 108 405 472 +10 -19 -14 
375| 265| 240| 260| 470| 1,565| +37 +10 
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Table A-2: New Construction Put Place: Recent Monthly Trend, Type Construction 
(Value, millions dollars) 


PRIVATE CONSTRUCTION 
Residential bldgs. (nonfarm) 
New dwelling units 
Additions and alterations 
Nonhousekeeping 
Nonresidential buildings 
Commercial 
Office buildings 
and warehouses 
Stores, restaurants, 
and 
Other nonresidential bldgs. 
Religious 
Educational. 
Hospital institutional Far 
Social and Pul 
Miscellaneous. 
All 
Telephone and telegraph 
Other public utilities PUI 
All other private Res 
Non 
PUBLIC CONSTRUCTION 
Residential buildings 
Nonresidential buildings 
Educational 
Administrative service ... 
Other nonresidential 
Military facilities 
Highways 
Sewer and water systems Publ 


Public service enterprises 
Conservation development.. 
All other public 


Source: Departments Commerce and Labor. Revised data. See note end table 


actua 


CONSTRUCTION REVIEW 
Table A-2: New Construction Put Place: Recent Monthly Trend, Type Construction--Continued 


(Value, millions dollars) 


Type construction 


PRIVATE CONSTRUCTION 376 
292 Residential bldgs. (nonfarm) 162 


New dwelling units 910 
Additions and 


Office buildings 


084 and warehouses 143 
631 Stores, restaurants, 

and 126 

684 Other nonresidential 184 

947 

102 Hospital institutional 

768 Social and 

536 

328 Farm construction. 


Public 


560 Telephone and telegraph 

Other public 250 
427 other private 

066 


PUBLIC CONSTRUCTION 


Nonresidential 338 
005 Industrial 
292 Educational 213 
074 Hospital and institutional 


453 Administrative service ... 
556 Other nonresidential bldgs. 


261 
Sewer and water 


275 Public service enterprises 
574 All other 


Source: Department Commerce and Labor. Revised data. Data for individual types construction were adjusted specifically 
for effect cement shortages July 1957, except where noted. Not adjusted for effect cement shortages. Based chiefly 
project progress reports which reflect all current influences construction activity for the types work shown (State and locally owned 
highway data were adjusted the basis findings from the federally aided portion). See note end table A-1. 


COMPOSITION REGIONS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS 


NORTHEAST NORTH CENTRAL SOUTH WEST 
Connecticut Delaware Alabama Arizona 
Maine Indiana Kansas Dist. Col. Kentucky Colorado 
Massachusetts Michigan Minnesota Florida Mississippi 
New Hampshire Ohio Missouri Georgia Tennessee Montana 
Rhode Island Wisconsin Nebraska Maryland Nevada 
Vermont North Dakota lina Central New Mexico 
South Dakota Carolina Arkansas Utah 
Middle Atlantic Virginia Louisiana Wyoming 
New Jersey Virginia Oklahoma 
New York Texas Pacific 
Pennsylvania California 
Ore 
Washington 


NONFARM POPULATION DISTRIBUTION 1950 


percent. NORTH percent. percent. 


percent. 


384 

826 

104 
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Table A-3: New Construction Put Place: Seasonally Adjusted Rate, Type Construction 


(Value; millions dollars) 
Seasonally adjusted annual rate 


TOTAL NEW CONSTRUCTION 44, 712 |45, 072 276 |45, 720 224 |46, 560 |46, 46, 476 47, 47, 640 


PRIVATE CONSTRUCTION 
Residential buildings (nonfarm) 17, 760 868 880 784 


Office buildings and 1,608 
Stores, restaurants, and 2,124 
Other nonresidential buildings ....... 2,016 
Farm construction 1,572 
All other private 108 


PUBLIC CONSTRUCTION 12, 228 276 576 
Residential 252 264 216 264 


Sewer and water 140 


Public service 
Conservation and development 696| 733 744 


PRIVATE CONSTRUCTION 33, 492 
Residential buildings (nonfarm) 17, 280 
Nonresidential buildings 276 


17, 532|17, 664| 17, 532 
480 
396| 3,264 
3,672| 3,660| 3,648 
1,992| 2,016 
1,632 
2,568 
1,596| 1,596 
6,048| 


Office buildings and warehouses| 
Stores, restaurants, and garages| 
Other nonresidential buildings 316 
1,548 
Public utilities 
All other private 


PUBLIC CONSTRUCTION 15, 132 14, 14, 15, 792 


Public service 372 384 408 420 384 
Conservation and development 840 1,020 888 
108 108 120 108 120 


108 


Source: Departments Commerce and Labor. Revised data. Data for individual types were adjusted specifically 
for effect cement shortages July 1957, except where noted. Not adjusted for effect cement shortages. Based chiefly 
actual project progress reports, which reflect all current influences construction activity for the types work shown. (State and locally owned 
highway data were adjusted the basis findings from the federally aided portion.) See note end table A-1. 


3,216| 3,312| 3,312| 3,276| 3,228| 
a 
Pul 
All 
TOTAL NEW CONSTRUCTION |48, 624 856 |48, 216 |48, 48, 036 48, 48, 49, 49, 644/50, 532 
33, 588 |33, 840 |33, 732 |33, 33, 876 33, 34, 34, 34, 35, 004/ 34, 740 
17, 088 |17, |16, 656 |16, 16, 16, 17, 184 
5,436| 5,580| 5,916| 5,844| 5,904 
Highways 
Sewer and 
Sewer 
Water 


PRIVATE CONSTRUCTION 


CONSTRUCTION REVIEW 


Table A-3: New Construction Put Place: Seasonally Adjusted Annual Rate, Type Construction--Continued 


(Value, millions dollars) 


49, 872 


Annual total 


Type construction 


TOTAL NEW CONSTRUCTION 


34, 356 


Residential buildings (nonfarm) 17, 340 


Nonresidential buildings 228 

Office buildings and warehouses 
Stores, restaurants, and 476 
Other nonresidential buildings 544 

1,620 

156 

PUBLIC CONSTRUCTION 15, 516 

Residential buildings 732 

Nonresidential buildings 536 

facilities 1,284 

120 

Sewer and water systems 356 
Sewer 804 
Water 552 

Public service 420 

Conservation and development 948 

Source: Departments Commerce and Labor. Revised data. See note end table A-1. 


New Construction Put Place 


Billions Dollars Billions Dollars 


ANNUAL DATA 


SEASONALLY ADJUSTED ANNUAL RATE 


PRIVATE 


1940 1945 1950 1955 1956 1957 1958 
CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.D. 


SOURCE: DEPARTMENTS OF COMMERCE AND LABOR. 


Seasonally adjusted annual rate 
48, 636 47, 520 47, 280 46, 292 48, 492 
34, 008 33, 504 32, 808 32, 568: 33, 287 34, 138 
a 17, 292 16, 764 16, 200 15, 972 17, 677 17,019 ; 
3,084 
1,684 1,893 
1,947 1,671 
120 199 
13, 005 14, 354 
701 781 
574 563 
826 971 
104 117 

TOTAL 
d 

PRIVATE 

J — 


CONSTRUCTION REVIEW 


Table A-4: New Construction Put Place: Value 1947-49 Prices, Type Construction 
(Millions dollars) 
1956* 


TOTAL NEW CONSTRUCTION 2,997 668 


PRIVATE CONSTRUCTION 
Residential buildings (nonfarm) 
Nonresidential 
Office buildings 
Stores, restaurants, garages 
Other nonresidential buildings 


PUBLIC CONSTRUCTION 
Residential buildings 
Nonresidential buildings 


Hospital and institutional 

Other nonresidential buildings ........ 
Military facilities 
Sewer and water 
Public service enterprises 
Conservation and development 


TOTAL NEW CONSTRUCTION 244 259 


Residential buildings (nonfarm) 169 |71, 194 

Nonresidential buildings 586| 
215 208 
Office buildings warehouses 114 116 
Stores, restaurants, 109 106 
Other nonresidential buildings 148 146 

Public utilities 318 

All other private 


PUBLIC CONSTRUCTION 
Residential 
Nonresidential buildings 


Hospital and institutional 

Other nonresidential buildings 
Sewer and water 
Public service enterprises 
Conservation and developme 


Source: Departments Commerce and Labor. Data for individual types construction were adjusted specifically for effect cement 

shortages July 1957, except where noted. Not yet adjusted for effect cement shortages. Based actual project progress reports, 
which reflect all current influences construction activity for the types work shown. (State and locally owned highway data were adjusted 

the basis findings from the federally aided portion.) See note end table 


1957* 
595| 594| 563 
210} 205| 194 
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Table A-4: New Construction Put Place: Value 1947-49 Prices, Type Construction--Continued 


Type construction 


TOTAL NEW CONSTRUCTION 
PRIVATE CONSTRUCTION 


Residential buildings (nonfarm) .... 
Nonresidential buildings 
Office buildings warehouses 
Stores, restaurants, garages 
Other nonresidential buildings 


PUBLIC CONSTRUCTION 
Residential buildings 
Nonresidential buildings 


Hospital and institutional 

Other nonresidential buildings 
Sewer and water 
Public service 
Conservation and development 


Source: Departments Commerce and Labor. 


Chort 


Dollars 
ANNUAL DATA 


1940 1945 


(Millions dollars) 


Revised data. 


Billions Dollars 
MONTHLY DATA 


1955 


SOURCE: DEPARTMENTS OF COMMERCE AND LABOR. 


5,073 
1,690 
789 
998 
596 
420 
166 


10,086 


See note end table A-1. 


New Construction Put Place 
(In 1947-49 Prices) 


1957 


24, 963 
587 
304 
289 
441 
266 


1958 


1957* 
35, 426 


24, 663 
12, 903 
805 
506 
389 
186 


CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.D. 58-10-8 


Year 
880 821 896 978 15,078 
524 496 486 4,655 6,012 
119 115 115 116 461 640 1,054 
550 459 281 213 225 383 
141 155 165 375 397 1,694 888 1,891 
401 297 286 249 220 236 
305 403 505 566 567 607 
639 681 724 769 859 865 
129 122 133 157 240 232 
731 688 571 497 556 625 
4 
6 : 
2.0 
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Table A-5: New Public Construction Put Place, Source Funds, Ownership, and Type Construction 


Source funds, ownership, Value (in millions dollars) 


1956* 
TOTAL PUBLIC CONSTRUCTION ...... 1,377 
Federal 
State and local funds 


FEDERALLY OWNED 
Residential buildings 
Nonresidential buildings 


Hospital 
Administrative and service 

Other nonresidential 
Military 
Conservation and development ...... 
All other federally 


STATE AND LOCALLY OWNED........ 
Residential buildings 
Nonresidential buildings 
Administrative and service 
Other nonresidential 
Sewer and water systems 


All other State and locally owned.. 


TOTAL PUBLIC CONSTRUCTION .... 


1,471 


405 465 477 
277 318 312 
Federal grants-in-aid! 128 147 165 

State and local 1,020 


Administrative and 
Other nonresidential 
Military 


All other federally owned 
STATE AND LOCALLY 1,185 
Residential buildings 325 
Nonresidential buildings 341 362 366 
Sewer and water systems 120 128 126 


All other and locally owned.. 63. 
Source: Departments Commerce and Labor. Revised data. Construction programs currently receiving grants-in-aid 


highways, schools, hospitals, airports, and miscellaneous community facilities. Data for individual types construction were adjusted 
specifically for effect cement shortages July 1957, except where noted. Based chiefly project progress reports, which re- 
flect all current influences construction activity for the types work shown. (State and locally owned highway data were adjusted the basis 
findings from the federally aided portion.) 


3,650 
953| 9,355 
3,018 
600 
3,886 
2,817 
385 
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Table A-5: New Public Construction Put Place, Source Funds, Ownership, and Type Construction--Continued 


Value (in millions dollars) Percent change 


and type construction months, 


Direct Federal 
Federal grants-in-aid! 
State and local funds 


FEDERALLY OWNED 
Residential buildings 
Nonresidential buildings 
Industrial 
Educational 
Hospital 
Administrative and service 
Other nonresidential 
Military facilities 
Highways 
Conservation and development 
All other federally owned 


STATE AND LOCALLY OWNED 
Residential buildings 
Nonresidential buildings 
Educational 
Hospital 
Administrative and service 
Other nonresidential 
Highways 
Sewer and water systems 


Source: Departments Commerce and Labor. Revised data. Construction programs currently receiving Federal grants-in-aid 
cover highways, schools, hospitals, airports, and miscellaneous community facilities. Change less than one-half percent. 
Percent increase exceeds 300. 


650 
1 
350 237 221 201 225 232 122 1,078 (2) 
701 hitiatibenite 35 33 32 28 32 34 160 141 +6 +3 +13 
574 ciacaneel 504 367 260 236 254 460 | 1,621 | 1, 533 +37 +10 +6 : 
625 117 lll 105 91 99 117 523 527 +5 0 - 1 
381 
363 
155 
600 
473 
109 
351 
386 
317 
288 
385 
396 
106 
344 
781 
ver 
asis 


Part B--Housing 


Table New Dwelling Units Started, Ownership, and Type Structure 


Units 2-or-more family structures 
All 2-4 5-or-more 
family family 


Ovnoco 


SSSS8EES 


First months, 1957 
First months, 1958 


ww 


December 
January 
February 


a 
ONK BR OUW 


NONNN 


an 


n 


OWN 


wv 


Percent change 


April-May 1958 +10. 8.6 


First months, 1957 
First months, 1958 


‘NNO 


MON KO KYU NNUUNNHY 


Source: Department Labor. urban and rural-nonfarm classification for 1920-53 are available upon request. Annual data 
not available before 1950; monthly data not available before January 1953. Not available before January 1954. Tabulations showing the 
number units 2-family and 3-or-more family structures for 1920-53 are available upon request. yet available. 


Period Total 
NUMBER NEW DWELLING UNITS (in thousands) 
776.8 314.5 900. 191.2 (3) (3) 
794.9 332.1 942.5 184.5 (3) (3) 
35.5 300.3 937.8 166.0 (3) (3) 
18.7 896.9 323.5 1,077.9 142.5 51.9 90.6 
19.4 975.8 194.4 134.5 49.2 85.3 
24.2 779.8 338.3 989.7 128. 46.4 82.0 
49.1 699.7 342.2 872.7 169.2 51.8 117.4 
22.9 280.8 132.9 350.2 63.5 20.7 42.8 
1958: 
PERCENT DISTRIBUTION 
100 96.8 72.8 85.0 15.0 
100 98.5 73.5 26.5 11.7 4.3 7.4 
100 98.5 73.4 26. 89.9 10.1 3.7 6.4 
100 97.8 69.7 30.3 88.5 4.2 
100 95.3 67.2 32.8 83.8 16.2 5.0 11.2 
100 94.5 67.9 32.1 84.7 5.0 
100 94.1 33.8 84.0 16.0 
100 94.6 68.7 31.3 82.8 
100 96.8 67.7 32.3 82.3 17.7 
100 98.2 66.9 85.1 14.9 
100 63.7 36.3 81.2 18.8 
100 96.8 67.1 32.9 17.0 
100 98.6 68.5 31.5 80.9 19.1 
100 92.6 65.5 34.5 79.5 20.5 
100 92.3 67.2 32.8 80.2 19.8 
100 95.1 68.7 31.3 
4 
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Table B-2: New Private Nonfarm Dwelling Units Started: Seasonally Adjusted Annual Rate 


Number new dwelling units (in thousands) 


Housing Starts (Unadjusted and Seasonally Adjusted) 
Dwelling Units Thousands Dwelli 
TOTAL MONTHLY STARTS, UNADJUSTED 
140 
3 MAY JUNE JULY 
SEASONALLY ADJUSTED ANNUAL RATE-- 
PRIVATE STARTS 
PUBLIC 


L ee JAN. FEB. MAR. APR. MAY JUNE JULY AUG. SEPT OCT NOV DEC. 


SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF LABOR. CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.0.-58-10-C 


4 
706 774 710 689 656 641 643 605 613 614 648 
717 699 704 740 797 843 899 993 1,031 1,027 963 
813 950 1,027 997 993 975 897 863 802 806 813 
779 803 892 911 935 964 1,028 1,092 1,149 1,244 1,266 
1,310 1,300 1,405 1,382 1,457 1,482 1,468 1,486 1,271 1,142 1,107 1,292 
1,360 1,171 1,071 975 984 941 918 961 1,054 1,012 970 973 
1,001 1,112 1,072 1,028 1,029 1,016 1,080 1,066 1,101 1,131 1,104 1,097 
039 
1,443 
1,174 
1,020 
1,000 
Units 
160 
140 
120 
100 
1,500 
1,000 
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Table B-3: New Private Houses Started: Average Construction Cost 


AVERAGE CONSTRUCTION COST 
750 
825 850 
200 675 
225 300 
525 
9,950 
10, 800 10, 625 
11,575 
12, 425 12, 225 
13, 375 13,000 13,025 


Percent change, 1957 1958 


Source: Department Labor. 


Table B-4: New Nonfarm Dwelling Units Started, Region! 


Number new dwelling units (in thousands) 


Percent 

change, 

lst mos. 
1957-58 


-20.5 
Source: Department Labor. Composition regions, and nonfarm distribution region, are shown below table A-2. 


(NOTE: Table B-5, New Nonfarm Dwelling Units Started Selected States, shown quarterly 
the February, May, August, and November issues.) 


Thousands Dwelling Units 


1958 
SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF LABOR. CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.0.-57 -10-D 


40 
35 pSOuTH 
4 
~ 4 ‘ers 
A 
WEST 
10 


age 
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Table B-6: New Private Dwelling Units: Volume Successive Stages FHA and Programs 


Percent 


Number (in thousands) new dwelling units in-- 
total private 


Starts under FHA mortgages 
Total requests* FHA closed 
22.8 20.1 13.7 15.3 13.0 6.8 6.3 
21.2 14.0 15.7 12.3 11.0 7.6 
28.8 25.6 14.5 11.6 8.5 
September 24.9 22.5 *8.9 16.4 *11.8 6.0 5.9 *13 
November 16.6 16.1 15.0 9.9 9.9 
1958: January 22. 19.3 *5. 13.3 13.7 10. 
February 23.4 23.2 11.3 12.5 10.7 
38.4 *29.2 25.5 *6.0 
First months: 
Percent change 


Source: Table compiled Department Labor from data reported the Federal Housing Administration and the Veterans 


Administration. with data for October 1957, all series are the calendar month. Data for September 1957 cover the 

period August 26th through September 30, and for all previous months, the statistics are the 26th through the 25th. Excludes units under 
the armed services (Capehart) ous ing, program, which are classified public whose inspection while under construction under the auspices 
the Department Defense. Not available. 


Table B-7: Nonfarm Mortgage Recordings $20,000 Less: Number and Average Amount, and Total Amount Type Lender 


Total Total amount (in millions dollars) recorded 


Average Mowal 
Period number amount All Insurance Commercial Individual All other 


265 
1956 4,917 
First months, 1957 410 
First months, 1958 369 
371 
June 337 
372 
368 
September 343 
November 352 
December ........ 
1958: January 
363 


Perceat change 


Source: Table compiled Department Labor from data reported the Home Loan Bank Board. Change less than 


one-half percent. 
(NOTE: Tables B-8 and B-9, Housing Vacancy Rates, are shown 
the January, April, July, and October issues.) 


4 
— 


Part C--Building Permits 


Table C-1: Building Permit Activity: Current Summary, Type Building Construction 


Valuation (in millions dollars) Percent change 


Type building Apr. mos. 


1,515.3 1,110.1 


New dwelling units? 525.7 
Number of new dwelling units. . ..... .. .........| (86,877) | (70,959)| (50,776) 


New nonresidential building 652.7 586. 451.9 
Commercial buildings 267.7 150. 
Stores and other mercantile 116.8 58. 

All other commercial buildings 150.9 
Community buildings 219. 234. 171.9 
Industrial buildings 60. 58. 44.9 
All other nonresidential buildings 105.7 63.2 84.9 


Additions and alterations 180. 150. 120.7 


Source: Department Labor. new nonhousekeeping residential building, not shown separately. only. 


Building Permit Activity 


Millions Dollars Millions Dollars 


CLASS TYPE BUILDING 


ALL BUILDING COMMUNITY 


BUILDING 


NEW OWELLING 


ADDITIONS, ALTERATIONS, 


ANO REPAIRS 


1957 1958 


SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF LABOR. CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.D 58-10-E 


| 
112.7 473.0 365.5 +34 +29 
Chort 
2,000 
‘CONSTRUCTION 
1,500 
200 
150 
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Table C-2: Building Permit Activity: Valuation, Type Building Construction and Region! 


Valuation (in millions dollars) Percent 
change, 
Type building 1957 1958 First months 
construction months 
UNITED STATES 


= 

— 


New dwelling 525.7 
New nonresidential building 451.9 
Amusement buildings 14.7 


Northeast 


New nonresidential building 141.0 
Commercial garages 2.0 2.4 4.7 
Gasoline and service 2.1 1.2 4.8 
Stores and other mercantile bldgs. .... 25.0 8.3 25.2 
Community 58.9 34.8 45.2 114.6 
Educational buildings 39.9 25.4 77.0 
Religious 9.0 3.7 14.0 
Garages, private residential 3.1 3.7 
Industrial 25.5 8.7 46.8 
Public utilities buildings 6.8 25.1 35.9 
Additions and 35.0 20.8 72.9 


North Ceatral 


102.7 205.8 492.7 417.6 -15 
New nonresidential building 164.8 92.1 152. 415.9 333. -20 
Commercial 53.0 26.9 34.9 52.9 118. 114.7 
Amusement 3.3 1.2 4.7 4.3 6.4 +59 
Gasoline and service stations 4.7 2.8 2.8 3.6 11.4 9.2 -19 
21.8 9.7 14. 19.9 55.8 44.0 
Stores and other mercantile bldgs. .... 13.0 12.4 23.8 49.2 +16 
Community 58.8 38.7 37.8 61.0 147.3 137.6 
Educational buildings 35.2 20.0 42.3 83.0 82.5 
Institutional buildings 10.0 11.8 7.8 34.6 27.2 -21 
Religious 13.5 7.0 10.0 10.9 29.8 27.8 
Garages, private residential 7.0 1.6 4.5 10.8 7.3 -32 
Industrial 33.6 11.2 13.7 24.1 94.2 49.0 -48 
Public utilities buildings..... 6.0 8.3 1.9 15.3 
All other nonresidential buildings 6.5 2.6 4.5 13.3 9.6 -28 
Additions and 39.6 32.2 39.6 97.2 99.9 


See footnotes end table. 


os. 
1,498.2 
447.9 521.5 +16 
24.2 
11.8 
38.8 
178. 
195.0 
351.1 
93.0 100. 
26. 
273.9 
109. 
99. 
406. 
-21 
+92 
+31 
-26 
+28 
+24 
-29 
-19 
+14 
+40 
-13 


CONSTRUCTION REVIEW 


Table C-2: Building Permit Activity: Valuation, Type Building Construction and Region Continued 


Valuation (in millions dollars) Percent 
Type building change, 
months 
All building construction 375.7 
New nonresidential 118.0 131.3 
Commercial buildings 39. 48. 59.0 
Amusement buildings 3.0 6.5 9.8 
Commercial garages 1.3 1.9 2.0 
Gasoline and service 4.6 3.5 3.4 13.9 10.3 
Stores and other mercantile 18.4 25.2 27.8 58. 
Educational 42.4 42.7 99.2 126. 
Institutional buildings 5.3 18.0 23.3 31.8 
Religious 11.6 9.0 12.9 31.0 30.6 
Garages, private residential 1.2 1.5 4.1 3.8 
Industrial 15.9 9.6 33.1 
Public utilities buildings 4.5 4.6 3.0 18.7 19.6 
All other nonresidential buildings 8.7 6.6 26.2 25.9 
Additions and 1.8 118. 123.0 


New nonresidential building ...... 357.4 402.7 
Gasoline and service stations 2.6 2.6 7.0 6.4 
13.8 13.9 54.8 37.2 98.1 +164 
Stores and other mercantile 16.1 14.9 19.6 49.4 53.8 
Community 38.6 54.6 115.5 134.2 +16 
Educational 24.4 43.5 83.4 99.5 +19 
Institutional buildings 5.4 8.9 4.7 15.9 18.0 +13 
Garages, private residential 2.7 6.4 6.1 
Industrial buildings 23.8 66.5 37.2 
Public utilities 5.2 8.4 9.2 26.7 25.6 
All other nonresidential buildings 8.4 28.5 
Additions and 38.8 106. 114.0 
Source: Department Labor. Composition regions, and nonfarm population distribution region, are shown below table A-2. In- 


cludes new nonhousekeeping residential building, not shown separately. Housekeeping only. 


Table C-3: Building Permit Activity: Number Nonresidential Buildings, Type Building 


Type construction 


Commercial garages 
Educational buildings 


Institutional buildings 
Religious 
Stores and other mercantile buildings .... 


Source: Department Labor. 


West 
1957 1958 

Amusement buildings 198 199 185 218 162 175 154 147 222 

196 126 125 128 101 

Garages, private residential 14,850 24,658 25,717 22,508 12, 163 470 10, 470 

Gasoline and service 883 856 851 821 630 584 613 532 665 

258 163 302 356 960 914 751 694 885 

110 110 126 109 105 

710 707 638 726 539 455 508 451 620 

504 567 574 552 415 320 358 326 500 
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Table C-4: Building Permit Activity: Valuation and Number New Units, Type 
Public-Private Ownership, and Region 


(Househeeping units only) 


Valuation (in millions dollars) Number dwelling units 
and 1957 1958 1957 1958 First months 


STATES 


All new dwelling units.. 
Privately owned 


181, 375 176, 307 
178, 023 169, 224 


145, 406 128, 874 

5-or-more family .... 21, 109 28, 162 
Publicly owned 352 7.08 


All new dwelling units.. 23, 992 
Privately owned 23, 062 
2-4 family 
5-or-more family .... 107 
Publicly owned 930 
All new dwelling units.. 
26, 288 
2-4 family seececcevesenees 2, 115 
5-or-more family .... 
Publicly owned 
All new dwelling units.. 
Privately owned 
2-4 


5-or-more family .... 
Publicly owned 


All new dwelling units.. 
Privately 

5-or-more family .... 
Publicly owned 


Source: Department Labor. Composition regions, and nonfarm population distribution region, are shown below table A-2. 


Building Permit Activity, Region 


Millions Dollars 
700 


NORTH CENTRAL 


1958 
SOURCE: DEPARTMENT LABOR. CONSTRUCTION REVIEW 


801.5 492.5 728.7 1,901.5 1,769.4 72,778 47,867 
9.4 9.8 13.4 28.0 37.8 1,462 1,720 323 308 245 
5.4 30.2 7.6 44.5 389 639 732 653 119 
224. 164.5 205.0 561.3 548. 21,985 16,955 20,683 56, 476 773 
217.3 163. 196.7 553.1 21,481 16,833 19,916 55, 869 54, 882 
182. 126. 153.8 461.3 420.6 15,903 10,806 12,823 40,562 35,507 
26.7 30.6 63.5 84.8 427 154 10, 596 14, 310 
6.9 8.3 8.2 9.5 504 122 767 607 
600 
500 
NORTHEAST WEST 
/ \ 
200 


Percent 
change, 
mos 
1957- 


First months 


Nonmetropolitan Location and State 


(Millions dollars) 
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Table C-5: Building Permit Activity: Total Valuation, Metropolitan- 


Nonmetropolitan 


Metropolitan 
Source: Department Labor. 


West Virginia ... 
Wisconsin 


South Dakota 
Tennessee 


South Caroliaa 


Pennsylvania 
Rhode 


Oklahoma 


North Dakota ... 


North Carolina 


New 
New 


District 


Louisiana 


Arizona 

California ... 

Florida 


State 
Feb. Jan. Feb. 1957 1958 
13.0 15.6 16.5 15.3 16. 31.8 
13.6 17.6 15.1 13.0 13.2 19.9 33.2 -18 
9.0 4.4 3,3 4.3 4.6 14.0 8.9 -36 
212.7 287.6 216. 195. 247. 208. 442.8 455.2 
22.5 24.0 17.6 16.0 15.8 24.3 42.2 40. 
22.3 27.9 18. 18.7 18.7 43.3 37.4 -14 
5.4 6.1 4.5 2.3 7.0 6.9 11.5 13.8 +20 
2.8 9.1 13.7 9.3 8.0 22.3 +179 
22.1 22.9 15.3 17.1 19.2 42.3 +12 
1.3 4.7 2.5 1.3 1.6 3.3 2.8 -15 
108.9 93.8 55.8 53.8 154. 109.6 -29 
20.7 20.0 22.5 21.3 43.9 43.9 
. 6.0 16.6 12.5 7.9 6.5 3.9 10.2 10.4 +2 j 
10.0 10.8 7.1 10.9 11.5 10.0 15.8 21.5 +36 
20.4 23.0 16.8 19.6 32.3 17.3 39.8 49.6 +25 
38.0 55.3 33.4 24.0 27.2 65. 55.3 
.. 28.4 38.4 26.6 24. 2 24.0 14.0 46.9 38.0 -19 
35.2 27.0 18. 10.1 14.1 24.2 -16 
3.6 5.8 4.5 3.0 2.2 7.5 6.1 9.6 +57 
18.6 33.5 15.5 29.0 17.8 18.7 35.4 36.5 
2.3 2.7 1.9 1.6 1.2 1.4 3.6 2.6 -28 
4.7 3.1 6.3 3.1 7.1 5.6 -21 
> 3.0 3.2 7.8 3.1 2.0 4.7 6.6 6.7 +a 
1.5 1.9 2.0 4.6 2.0 2.7 2.6 
5.4 6.1 8.9 6.3 11.0 7.5 18.5 +28 
15.2 14.5 13.4 10.5 16.1 18.0 31.3 
73.6 101.2 60. 44.9 51.5 127.0 -24 
10. 9.3 7.4 15.9 16. +59 
7.9 12.1 7.2 7.6 8.5 9.8 20.7 -12 
49.6 51.1 36.1 37.1 35.3 89. -19 
1.8 6.3 4.3 2.9 1.6 4.4 +29 
4.7 5.0 2.7 5.1 4.8 9.6 9.9 
1.0 4.2 2.4 1.4 1.9 1.4 -26 
14.5 12.4 8.8 13.6 22.7 19.4 36.3 +87 
77.4 89. 68.0 64.0 83.9 175. 161. 
7.6 11.6 5.9 6.9 6.4 12.4 11.8 18.8 +59 
23.4 18.5 28. 26.5 61.1 54.9 -10 
25.7 29.1 24.3 17.9 22.5 34.3 47.8 56.8 +19 
5.2 5.2 3.0 4.3 5.5 8.3 9.7 +17 
1.3 1.3 1.8 1.7 3.2 +88 
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Table C-6: Building Permit Activity: Number New Dwelling Units, Metropolitan-Nonmetropolitan Location and State 


(Housekeeping units only) 


change, 
State lst mos. 


Metropolitan areas 43, 198 45, 049 82,747 81,344 


Alabama .... 


Arkansas 
California 


District 109 


Illinois 
Indiana 


Kansas 


Kentucky 
Louisiana 


Michigan 
Minnesota 
155 
676 


New Hampshire 


New Mexico 


North Carolina ... 
North Dakota ....... 


Pennsylvania 
Rhode Island 
South Carolina ... 
South 


Virginia 


West Virginia 


Source: Department Labor. Change less than one-half percent. increase exceeds 300. 


Percent 
865 080 281 851 168 947 1,823 115 +16 
223 349 265 194 307 294 483 601 +24 
919 253 869 658 827 382 1,825 209 +21 
273 182 107 495 187 572 +206 
670 558 559 292 246 851 +246 
4,750 368 164 599 530 10, 763 +13 
964 804 563 261 167 824 +30 
3,412 032 3,016 498 706 1,822 5,775 528 
795 395 860 748 711 615 326 -13 
242 591 431 359 233 160 433 393 
482 569 497 441 395 380 803 775 
393 652 375 327 329 734 740 
206 1,052 873 904 284 848 132 
966 430 159 965 670 467 509 137 
836 2,213 1,573 586 026 3,657 2,612 -29 
442 037 606 392 499 683 891 +30 
304 132 163 381 318 544 +71 
263 731 645 888 662 201 550 +29 
137 104 108 185 +115 
209 255 172 127 337 299 
120 104 103 200 125 249 269 374 +39 
360 506 400 383 606 780 989 +27 
262 7,221 364 3,951 484 498 182 -19 
204 474 2,112 2,020 2,039 131 4,059 
Oklahoma 386 498 452 446 453 554 960 1,007 
402 348 263 239 267 332 656 599 
765 1,092 138 793 844 1,931 -32 
306 216 148 101 177 165 
284 189 211 252 255 663 507 
726 1,056 772 585 738 952 1,251 690 +35 
474 574 349 242 348 332 765 680 
497 1,609 317 942 346 1,061 760 407 -13 
744 243 965 790 138 1,052 549 190 +41 
150 185 137 137 200 263 298 +13 
870 703 192 979 755 706 1,578 461 


CONSTRUCTION REVIEW 


Table C-7: Building Permit Activity: Total Valuation, Selected Metropolitan Areas 
(Millions dollars) 
Percent 
Metropolitan area 
1957-58 
13.5 9.7 1.8 17.0 12.4 +21 
Boston, Mass. 19.8 13.5 6.7 -22 
9.0 12.8 6.1 6.7 4.1 -28 
Columbus, 9.6 9.5 5.9 8.6 8.6 +21 
Denver, 11.8 11.0 9.0 16.2 
Detroit, Mich. 33.6 47.7 24.8 18. 
Indianapolis, Ind. 8.1 13.6 6.6 7.9 
Norfolk-Portsmouth, 7.2 5.7 2.9 5.8 3.6 -15 
Lake City, 3.8 5.2 3.6 4.7 5.6 
14.1 26.7 18.2 24.7 32.5 +58 
Source: Department Labor. 
C-8: Building Permit Activity: Number New Dwelling Units, Selected Metropolitan Areas 
(Housekeeping only) 
change, 
Metropolitan area 
1957-58 
Baltimore, -21 
+30 
Boston, -38 
-17 
Detroit, Mich. -25 
+33 
York-Northeastern New Jersey.. -13 
-34 
Sale Lake City, 
+30 
Washington, 


Source: Department Labor. 
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Table C-9: Building Permit Activity: Selected Metropolitan 
Type Building Construction 


Type building 
construction 


All building 
New dwelling units? 
New nonresidential building 
Amusement buildings 
Commercial garages 
Gasoline and service 
Office 
Stores and other mercantile bldgs.. 
Community 
Educational 
Institutional buildings 
Religious 
Garages, private residential 
Industrial 
Public buildings 
All other nonresidential buildings 
Additions and 


Los New York- 
New Jer 


All building 
New dwelling units? 
New nonresidential building 
Commercial 
q 


Amusement buildings ..... 
Commercial garages 
Gasoline and service 
Stores and other mercantile bldgs.. 
Community 
Educational 
Institutional buildings 
Religious 
Garages, private residential 
Industrial 
Public utilities 
All other nonresidential buildings ... 
Additions and 


All building 
New dwelling 
New nonresidential building 
Commercial 
Amusement 
Commercial garages 
Gasoline and service stations 
Stores and other mercantile bldgs.. 
Community 
Educational 
Institutional buildings 
Religious 
Garages, private residential 
Industrial 
Public utilities 
All other nonresidential buildings .... 
Additions and 


Source: Department Labor. Includes new nonhousekeeping residential building, not shown separately. Housekeeping only. 


264 547 2,027 22, 708 212 680 
4,597| 4,600 1,807 18, 906 535 408 
230 375 565 673 988 057 797 
140 270 545 1,022 
449 125 267 278 480 1,515 330 
139 881 404 504 318 420 
129 413 202 12, 397 411 150 
680 825 310 850 150 
110 489 100 109 176 310 
189 080 242 539 1,814 325 
2,307 32,451 4,717 184 57, 524 272 
120 577 298 183 261 
3,551 968 180 529 198 170 
165 438 254 729 734 917 3,720 757 
417| 307 140 525 776 10, 075 469 
464 455 909 340 512 
104 542 110 213 
428 100 737 414 713 315 
2,226 13,645 891 714 6,715 331 
407 184 804 566 700 
254 348 457 1,401 671 133 
690 601 087 2,022 428 3,952 
690 601 502 743 3,078 
390 126 210 279 253 874 
195 200 611 458 197 
1,096 121 969 334 335 688 
336 813 260 310 126 375 481 


Part 


Table D-1: Contract Awards: Public Construction, Ownership and Type 


Value (in millions dollars) 


Percent change, 
first months 
1957-58 


Ownership and 
type construction 


TOTAL CONSTRUCTION 


FEDERALLY OWNED? 
Nonresidential buildings .... 22.2 
Hospital and institutional 14.7 15.8 
Administrative and service 16.2 33.1 
Other nonresidential buildings 12.3 42.3 
Airfield buildings 13.9, 17.6 
Troop 4.0 4.5 
1.0 4.4 6.2 
Conservation and development 49.2 
All other federally 8.1 11.0 26. 
STATE AND LOCALLY 700. 
Residential 30. 83.4 
Nonresidential buildings 279. 829.7 
Hospital and institutional 
Administrative and service 
Sewer and water 


Public service 
Electric power 

Conservation and development 

All other State and locally owned 

Source: Departments Commerce and Labor. Includes revisions federally owned components. Includes major force-account 

projects TVA and State highway departments. Includes construction contracts awarded under Lease-Purchase 

programs. Less than $50,000. Beginning with January 1958, includes missile launching facilities which were previously included 
under All other federally owned. Change less than one-half percent. 


Table D-2: Contract Awards: Highway Construction, Ownership, Source Funds, and Type Facility! 


Value (in millions dollars) 


Percent change, 
montns 
1957-58 


Ownership, source funds, 
and type facility 


ALL HIGHWAY CONSTRUCTION 
FEDERALLY 


Federally aided projects: 


Independent State projects: 


Source: Departments Commerce and Labor. Includes revisions federally owned components. Includes force-account 


work started Federal and State projects. municipalities and counties. 


1958 
7 
55.8 37.9 48.9 97.5 142.6 +46 
an.* Feb.* Mar. 1957 1958 
166. 174.9 215.0 509.9 556. 
116.0 125.3 148.4 333.0 389.7 +17 
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Table D-1: Contract Awards: Public Construction, Cwnership and Type 


Value (in millions dollars) 


Ownership and 


1957* 


Airfield buildings 14.7 8.3 12.0 23.6 14.0 3.9 98.9 
Conservation and development .... 8.6 20. 4.8 11.2 112.7 
All other State locally 6.9| 6.4 7.0 8.2 84.2 
Source: Departments Commerce and Labor. *Includes revisions federally owned components. major force-account 
projects started, principally TVA and State highway departments. Less than $50,000. 


Table D-2: Contract Awards: Highway Construction, Ownership, Source Funds, and Type 


Value (in millions dollars) 


Ownership, source funds, 
and type facility 


ALL HIGHWAY 


FEDERALLY OWNED 


Federally aided projects: 

Independent State projects: 


Source: Departments Commerce and Labor. revisions federally owned components. force-account 


work started Federal and State projects. municipalities and counties. 


| 
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Table D-1: Contract Awards: Public Construction, Ownership and Type 


Value (in millions dollars) 
1956* 
July 


Ownership and 


June 


Hospital and institutional 3.5 10.9 3.4 6.8 
Administrative and 4.2 6.5 17.4 6.3 3.8 
Other nonresidential 35.3 106.8 34.3 44.7 
Airfield 7.2 4.6 6.6 4.1 3.0 
Conservation and development.... 32.0 53.2 28.7 54.8 76.5 
All other federally owned 7.0 10.3 5.2 4.0 1.9) 
Hospital and institutional 9.3 31.0 24.1) 15.5 13.9 
Administrative and 17.4 30.6 21.8 54.2 22.9 
Other nonresidential buildings..| 14.1 37.1 33.1 24.0 23.9 
Sewer and water systems 57.2 89.6 78.3 93.7 80.8 
Public service 16.9| 14.5 19.3 16.8 26.0 26.0 31.2 
Conservation and development 11.5 14.7 20.0 14.5 12.9 4.1 
All other State locally owned 3.0 7.9 9.3 8.5 
Source: Departments Commerce and Labor. Includes revisions federally owned components. Includes major force-account 


projects started, principally TVA and State highway departments. Less than $50,000. 


Table D-2: Contract Awards: Highway Construction, Ownership, Source Funds, and Type 


Value (in millions dollars) 


Ownership, source funds, 
and type facility 


ALL HIGHWAY 
FEDERALLY 


Federally aided projects: 


Independent State projects: 


Toll facilities 


Source: Departments Commerce and Labor. Includes revisions federally owned components. Includes force-account work 


started Federal and State projects. municipalities and counties. 


8.3 
6.0 
4.3 
43.9 
76.2 
3.2 
55.9 
B9.0 
4.8 
3.2 
0.8 
0.0 
58, 
6.5 
9.3 
Jan. Mar. Apr. May June July Aug. Sept. Nov. Dec. Year 
68.6| 17.5 10.8 3.0 18.3 9.8 17.4 336.7 
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Awarded for Public Construction, 


Ownership 


Millions Dollars 


STATE AND LOCAL 


1956 1958 


SOURCE: DEPARTMENTS OF COMMERCE AND LABOR. CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.D 5S8-10-G 


Table D-3: Value Construction Contracts Reported the Dodge Corporation 


Value (in millions dollars) Percent change 
Type construction months ending-- months ending 


31, 452 31, 662 
Building construction 23, 861 23, 836 


Residential 12,814 12, 608 
Nonresidential 11, 047 11, 224 


Engineering 7,591 

Public works 5,537 334 

Utilities 2,055 496 
Source: Table compiled Department Commerce from data published the Dodge Corporation. less than 
one-half percent. 


Table D-4: Value Construction Contract Awards Reported the Engineering News-Record 


Value (in millions dollars) Percent change 


Ownership and months ending-- months ending 


type construction May, 
May 1958 May 1957 1957-58 


-10 
Publicly owned 


Private industrial buildings 

Buildings, except private industrial 
Highways and bridges 

Sewer systems 

Water systems 
Unclassified and all other 


Source: Table compiled Department Commerce from data published the Engineering News-Record. Data include only those 
projects with contract values above the following minimum sizes: Water supply, earthwork, and waterways--$44,000; other public 
works--$73,000; industrial buildings--$93,000; other buildings--$344,000. Change less than one-half 
percent. 


1,500 
TOTAL 
1,000 
4 \ 
a 
500 
in Apnil, 
1958 Apr. 1958 1957-58 
(1) 
609 496 +23 
7 407 2, 179 2,766 


Part E--Costs 


Table E-1: Construction Cost Indexes 


Indexes (1947-49 100) Percent 


Appraisal Company 
Associated General 
Boeckh, and Associates (20 city average): 
Apartments, hotels, and office buildings 
Commercial and factory buildings 
News-Record 
Construction 
Department Commerce composite 
Source: Department Commerce. composite cost indexes representative the major types construction, weighted the current 


relative importance each tyre. 


Table E-2: Indexes Wholesale Prices Construction Materials, Selected Groups and Commodities 


(1947-49=100, unless otherwise specified) 


1957 1955 1956 1957 
change, 
Commodity May 


Lumber and wood products: 


Softwoods: 
Hardwoods used (1) (1) (1) (1) (1) (1) (1) (1) (1) 
Hardboard (Jan. 1958=100) (1) (1) (1) (1) 


Metals and metal products: 


Finished mill and foundry products: 

Nonmetallic sheathed 78.2 78.2 78.2 74.4 66.0 66.0 117.9 90.7 

Builders’ hardware: 

Fabricated metal products 

used construction: 


See footnotes end table. 


Fuel burning equipment, 
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Table E-2: Indexes Wholesale Prices Construction Materials, Selected Groups and Commodities--Continued 


unless otherwise specified) 


Commodity 


Metals and metal products--Con. 
Fabricated metal products 
used construction--Con. 


Steel roofing (Jan. 1958=100) (1) (1) 
Corrugated aluminum roofing 


Nonmetallic minerals products 
used construction: 
Flat glass: 
Plate glass 
Window glass 
Concrete ingredients 
Sand, gravel, and crushed stone .... 
Portland cement 
Concrete 
Building 
Concrete pipe 
Ready-mixed concrete 
(Jan. 1958=100) 
Structural clay products 
used construction 
Building brick 
Clay tile 
Clay sewer pipe 
Gypsum products 


Plaster 
Prepared asphalt roofing 
Other nonmetallic minerals 
used construction: 


RD WY 
DRDRA 
On OUR NNN 


products: 

Floor covering: 
Rubber floor tile 114.9| 114.9 


Source: Department Labor. Not available. Includes other items not shown separately. Change less than one-half 
percent. 


(1) (1) (1) (1) (1) (1) (1) 
128.5 128.5] 128.5] 128. 127.4 
156.8 156.8| 157. 156.8 (3) 
124.8 
106.3 -10 
113.0 
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Table E-3: Wholesale Prices Selected Construction Materials 


LUMBER 
Douglas fir: 
Dimension, 25% standard, RL., green, S4S, mixed 


Timbers, construction, 8’’x8’’ RL., green, bd. ft. 
Southern pine: 
Dimension, No. common and better, 2’’x4’’x16’, S4S, dried, SL., mill bd. 
Boards, No. common and better, 1’’x6’’, RL., dried, S4S, f.o.b. bd. ft. 
Ponderosa pine boards, No. common, RL., 4S, 


Oak, red, flooring, select plain, 25/32” thick, face, f.o.b. mill 


MILL WORK 
Door, flush type, interior, hardwood face, premium grade, per CS-200-55, 
Window unit, wood, double hung, Ponderosa pine, with frame sash, 
glazing, weather stripping and sash balance per (CS 190-53), mixed 


PLYWOOD 
Douglas fir, interior, grade A-D, 
Douglas fir, interior, grade C-D, mill 
Plywood, birch, standard panel, grade 1-3 1-4, type glue, ply 1/4” thick, 


BOARD 
Insulation, fiber, interior, f.o.b. plant, full freight allowed ft. 
PREPARED PAINT 
Emulsion, water-thinned, inside, first grade, Gallon 
Varnish, floor, first grade, delivered Gallon 


Enamel, white, gloss, first grade, delivered 
Inside, flat, white, first grade, 


METAL PRODUCTS 
Structural shapes, carbon steel, angles, 30’ long, ASTM spec. A-7, 


Bars, reinforcing, carbon steel, 3/4’’ rounds 30’ long with 10% shorts, spec. 

Sheets, galvanized, carbon steel, gage 30’’ wide long, commercial 

coating, base chemistry, base packaging, base quantity, f.o.b. mill 100 
Pipe, standard, black, carbon steel, buttweld, threaded and coupled, 1/4” 

nominal, random lengths, wt. 228 Ibs. per 100’, 100 ft. 
Pipe, standard, galvanized, carbon steel, buttweld, threaded and coupled, 

nominal, random lengths, wt. 228 per 100’, 100 


Nails, wire, carbon steel, common, 
Soil pipe, cast iron, single hub, extra heavy, f.o.b. foundry 
Copper water tubing, type size, wall thickness, shipped 


Building wire, type RH-RW, size 12, solid single braid, f.o.b. destination, 

Insect screening, aluminum, 18x14 mesh, 30’’ wide, 100 lineal foot roll, 


PLUMBING EQUIPMENT 


Bathtub, 5’, enameled iron, recessed, f.o.b. factory, freight allowed 
Lavatory, and enameled iron, plant, freight allowed... Each 
Water closet, vitreous china, closed coupled, reverse trap, f.o.b. plant, 


See footnotes end table. 


809 


353 
906 


432 


496 


241 


645 


737 


264 


480 


166 


434 


194 


$59. 


49. 
67. 


84. 
74. 


67. 
158. 
214. 


276 


745 
046 


680 
643 
520 


910 
220 


804 


325 


154 


757 


000 


743 
130 
136 
383 
830 


135 
270 
264 
828 
570 
263 
268 
727 
969 
412 
194 


Apr. 


$66. 297 


59. 658 
75. 782 


85. 397 


74. 190 
112 
215. 600 


8.009 


68. 448 
55. 139 


59. 


4.002 
980 
264 


q 
1958 
ni 
bd. ft. 160. 213 
bd. ft. 
130 
Gallon 136 
Gallon 383 
Gallon 830 
5.942 667 
18. 894 
23.034 
263 287 
5.840] 17.920 
56. 563 


ow 
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Table E-3: Wholesale Prices Selected Construction Materials--Continued 


Commodity 


HEATING 
Heating boiler, steel, oil fired, less burner, steam rating 400 sq. 


Convectors, nonferrous, free standing, average steam rating 40.8 43.0, 

Furnace, warm air: 

Steel, forced air, oil fired, with burner, bonnet output 95,000-105,000 BTU, 

Steel, forced air, gas fired, input rating 75,000-110,000 BTU, 

Furnace, floor, gas fired, manual controls, input rating 40,000-50,000 BTU, 

Oil burner, mechanical forced draft, gal. per hr., Each 
Water heater, gas fired, automatic, l-year guarantee, 30-gal. steel 

NONMETALLIC MINERAL PRODUCTS 

Gravel, for concrete, maximum, f.o.b. plant Ton 
Crushed stone, for concrete, maximum, f.o.b. plant Ton 
Building blocks, concrete, lightweight aggregate, Each 
Partition tile, clay, scored, 3-cell, plant Thousand 
Wallboard, gypsum, varying lengths, f.o.b. plant, 

Shingles, strip, thick square butt, 210 factory, 

Siding shingles, asbestos cement, f.o.b. plant, freight Square 


Source: Department Labor. available. 


(NOTE: Tables E-4 and E-5, Union Wage Scales the Building Trades, 
are shown quarterly the February, May, August, and November issues.) 
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$0. 459 $0. 454 458 
253. 460 251.881 

58. 283 58. 283 58. 283 
107.171 

39. 640 41. 640 


1.591 
1.677 

192 
30.951 
137.031 
26.012 


310 


Apr. Mar. Apr. 
(1) (1) 
5 | 
2 | 
270 
1.679 646 
32.830 
| 
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Part F--Materials Output 


Construction Materials 


Composite Output Index Index 


200 


1950 1951 1957 1958 
SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE. 
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Table F-1: Construction Materials: Indexes Output 


(Monthly average 1947-49=100) 
Monthly Indexes 


Materials group 1957 1958 


102.8 


Composite* 


Lumber and wood products... 


Millwork 


Paint, varnish, .... 
Portland 


products 


87.7 
95.9 
149. 84.6 
57.2 


115. 115. 100.7 
128. 116. 94.6 


Quarterly Indexes 
1958 


156. 168. 150.9 150. 
117.5 107.5 115.5 (1) 


Source: Table compiled the Department Commerce from data reported various Government agencies and private firms 
shown notes the tables following Part Data revised for 1957 months. Revised annual for 1957 are follows: 
Composite, 125.7; paint, vamish, and lacquer, 117.4; iron and steel products, 143.0; and plumbing 114.1. yet available. 


Gypsum products 
Plumbing fixtures* 


200 
q 
150 150 
Mar. 
103.6 
107.6 

116.8 117.9 115.8 
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Chart Lumber and Wood Products 


Index Production 


12-MONTH MOVING AVERAGE 


SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE. CONSTRUCTION REVIEW CO.58-10-! 


Table F-2: Lumber and Wood Products: Production, Shipments, and Stocks 


Douglas fir 
Softwood lumber Hardwood flooring plywood Hardboard 


Period (Million board feet) (Thousand board feet) (Million (Tons) 
square feet) ons) 


Production Shipments Production Shipments Stocks* Production 
28, 252 812, 365 789, 437 766, 269 294, 214 
29, 282 145, 139,091 653 464, 868 
31, 479 268, 258,914 092, 890 529, 558 
months ending: 
December 1957 27, 391 953, 706 974, 935 609, 002 
January 1958 27, 270 935, 430 932, 046 964, 923 616, 494 
February 1958 920, 743 918, 850 621, 569 
March 1958 26, 926 913,873 907, 687 972, 182 625, 887 


449 81,930 85, 115, 712 86, 266 

443 78, 122 78, 203 112,084 84, 678 

229 76, 731 110, 120 78, 908 

562 85, 633 86, 080 109, 973 86, 869 

September 78, 366 78, 109, 608 81,015 

October 85, 770 104,641 88, 091 

71, 245 70,576 102, 768 76, 567 
63, 061 58,776 107,028 
67, 363 110, 372 
63, 480 59, 586 114, 466 
6,0 69, 441 69, 658 112, 211 


Percent chang 


March, 1957-58 
First mos., 1957-58 


Source: Table Department Commerce (BDSA) from data reported the National Lumber Manufacturers Association, 
the Douglas Fir Plywood Association, and the Bureau the Census. end period. 


150 150 
100 100 
1950 1951 1952 1953 1954 1955 1956 
45, 429 
53, 558 
54, 321 
52, 401 
56, 360 
54, 272 
59, 259 
53, 585 
48, 585 
51, 498 
46, 543 
50, 076 
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Paint, Varnish, and Lacquer 


Index Production for Trade Sales 
index Index 


12-MONTH MOVING AVERAGE 


SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE. CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.0.58-10-J 


Table F-3: Millwork Products, and Paint, Varnish, and Lacquer: Production 
Production Production for trade sales 
(Thousands units) (Thousands gallons) 
Period 
Paint, varnish, lacquer 
pine doors 


266, 701 
11,054 284, 458 
12, 733 312, 510 


10, 551 312, 543 

months ending: 
December 1957 313, 494 
January 1958 312, 025 
February 1958 9,577 305, 030 
March 1958 9,538 303, 278 


666 900 

705 28, 108 

775 29, 577 

916 28,974 

831 28, 582 

1,076 28, 078 

25, 780 

1,077 26, 590 

November 20, 461 
December 19, 102 
23, 559 

21, 319 

23, 148 


March, 1957-58 
First mos., 1957-58 -16 -13 


Source: Table compiled Department Commerce (BDSA) from data reported the National Wood Work Manufacturers Association 
(whose data ponderosa pine and hardwood doors, sash, and exterior frames are only from member firms, and are not adjusted rep- 
resent full and the Bureau the Census. 


= 


200 200 
150 150 
1950 1952 1953 1954 1955 1956 1957 1958 
1957: 
1958: 
Percent change 
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Portland Cement 


index Index Production index (1947-49 


200 


/2-MONTH MOVING AVERAGE 


SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE. CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.0.58-i0-K 


Table F-4: Portland Cement, and Asphalt and Gypsum Products: Production, Shipments, and Stocks 


Pro- Ship- Shipments 
duction ments (Thousands squares) (Million square 


(Thousands of barrels) Aesbate Asphalt Asphait 
insulated and tar Gypsum Gypsum 
Portland cement idi brick saturated board! 
siding felts 


1947-49 average 61, 252 
Year: 1954 59, 104 483 
62, 582 
57, 590 
months ending: 
December 1957 53, 326 224 
January 1958 52, 439 
February 1958 50, 823 
March 1958 51,039 223 


497 
424 
3,975 577 
532 
882 621 
September 455 
October 053 
707 529 
2,975 
500 


Percent chang 


March, 1957-58 -15 -23 
First mos., 1957-58 -12 -20 


Source: Table compiled Department Commerce (BDSA) from data reported the Department Interior (Bureau Mines), and 
the Bureau the Census. end period. Data reported quarterly basis. Change less than one-half percent. 


200 
100 h + 100 
1950 1952 1953 1954 1955 1956 1957 1958 
1958: 
3 
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Table F-5: Portland Cement: Destination Shipments, State 


(Thousands of barrels) 


1957 1958 Calendar year months ending-- 


State 
1956 Dec. Jan. Feb. 


458 
Arizona ........ 2,910 
Arkansas 1,721 
California .... 32, 544 
081 


888 
District Columbia... 176 
592 


976 


16, 218 
Indiana 7,021 
5,813 


997 


268 


431 


959 
974 
Massachusetts 943 


14, 369 
Minnesota 509 
Mississippi 276 
Missouri 


556 
New Hampshire 626 
765 


18, 874 


North Carolina .... 431 
North Dakota 

17, 111 


606 
Pennsylvania 14, 034 
Rhode Island........ 759 
South Carolina 964 


Vermont 
Virginia 


West Virginia .... 


Source: Table compiled Department Commerce from data reported Department Interior (Bureau Mines). 


q 

252 236 170 474 801 419 436 419 

585 578 655 688 700 


eae 
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Chart 


Index (1947-49=100) 


/2-MONTH MOVING AVERAGE 


SOURCE : DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE. 


Table F-6: and Steel Products: Shipments, Bookings, and Backlog 


Period Concrete 
reinforc- 
ing bars 


1947-49 average 
Year: 1954 


1956 

months ending: 
December 1957 
January 1958 
February 1958 
March 1958 


March, 1957-58. 
First mos., 1957-58 


(Thousands tons) 


Shipments 


Piling| Rails 


Percent change 


Iron and Steel Products 
Index Shipments 


Cast-iron pipe 


index 


200 


CONSTRUCTION REVIEW CO 


Ship- Book- Back- 
ments ings |log 
Fabricated 
structural steel 


2,639 2,442 
3,979 162 
3,659 4,651 
3,780 4,736 


4,180 3,073 
207 2,915 
4,171 2,807 
4,166 2,684 


342 319 1,289 
362 404 1,311 
377 331 1,350 
385 247 1,277 
342 213 1,335 
384 184 1,282 
339 221 1,249 
385 181 1,213 
334 218 1,175 
320 141 1,125 
317 162 361. 
186 
337 196 1,341 


Source: Table compiled the Department Commerce (BDSA) from data reported the American Iron and Steel Institute, the 


National Electric Manufacturers Association, the American Institute Steel Construction, and the Bureau the Census. 


for fabrication the next months. 


Scheduled 


200 
q 
1950 1952 1953 1954 1955 1956 1958 
4 
{ 
sheets 
duit 
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Table Clay Construction Products: Production and Shipments 


Brick, common Structural Vitrified clay Hollow facing tile Glazed unglazed 
Period and face clay tile sewer pipe (Million brick floor wall tile 
(Million brick) (Thousand tons) tons) equivalent) (Thousand square feet) 


1947-49 104,800 101,088 
Year: 1954 176, 253 
233,001 232,802 


1956 245,996 227, 369 
months ending: 


193,940 190,074 


January 1958 195, 130 191, 102 
February 1958 ... 196, 544 
March 197,423 192, 476 

1957: March 14,810 
16, 517 16, 485 
15, 465 15, 939 


August 16, 957 17, 503 
16, 654 16, 329 
18,827 18, 277 
17, 214 16, 309 
16,608 15, 130 
16, 639 15, 450 
15, 140 14, 122 
change 
First mos., 1957-58 -26 -22 -18 
Source: Table compiled Department Commerce (BDSA) from data reported the Bureau the Census. Change less 


than one-half percent. 


Table F-8: Clay Construction Products: Production and Shipments, Census Region 
PRODUCTION SHIPMENTS 


Census region 


TOTAL 436, 589 347, 749 385, 040 

8,023 632 
Middle 54,976 41, 447 58, 658 
East North Central 88, 678 64, 013 82,997 
West North Central 19, 648 18, 636 21, 087 
South 107, 330 82, 526 80, 064 
East South Central 53, 056 41, 889 40,816 
West South Central 62, 441 47,757 48, 846 
Mountain 23, 461 26, 214 26, 159 
18,976 19, 635 17,864 


clay tile (tons) 


TOTAL 37, 152 
Middle 5,015 


East North Central ..... 804 
107 


256 
1,013 
13, 203 
754 


100, 950 87, 927 


East North Central 38, 401 29, 843 
West North Central 9,047 
South Central ......... 14, 705 13,977 
16, 499 16, 240 
Source: Table compiled Department Commerce (BDSA) from data reported the Bureau the Census. Composition 


regions, and nonfarm population distribution region, are shown below table A-2. 


1958 1957 1958 1957 
common and face (thousands 
East South 592 1,616 516 927 881 893 1,650 
West South 17, 344 17, 460 19, 931 16, 840 16, 207 12, 415 14, 154 
Mountain Pacific 180 433 385 382 524 560 264 
Vitrified clay sewer pipe (tons) 
‘ 
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Clay Construction Products 


Index Production 
Index (1947-49=100) Index 


SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE. CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.D. 58-10-0 


Table F-9: Heating and Plumbing Equipment: Shipments and Stocks 


Gas convectors Warm air Floor and 
water heaters and radiators furnaces wall furnaces 
(Thousands units) square feet)| units) (Thousands units) 


s* 


Residential 
oil burners 

(Thousands 


Shipments 


1947-49 552 541 
610 
532 
months ending: 
December 384 
January 1958 380 
February 1958 375 


August 


1958: January 


March, 
First mos., 1957-58 


Source: Table compiled Department Commerce (BDSA) from data reported the Bureau the end period. 
Sold separately. ange less than one-half percent. 


(NOTE: Table F-10, Imports and Exports Selected Construction Materials, quarterly the February, May, August, and November 
issues. Also, Table F-11, Plumbing Fixtures: Production, Shipments, and Stocks--scheduled appear the June been over 
for July because current data were not available.) 


200 200 
100 
1950 1952 1953 1954 1955 1956 1957 1958 
231 2,651 4,027 126 157 


Part G--Employment 


Table G-1: Contract Construction: Employment Type Contractor 


Building contractors Nonbuilding contractors 
Special trades contractors 


street building 


NUMBER EMPLOYEES (in thousands) 


286.9 155.7 140.5 201.3 291.9 
191.8 230. 271.1 360. 


334.6 176.5 218. 334.7 


333.7 223. 296. 366. 
342.7 237. 321.5 
332.6 331.0 397.4 
344.2 242. 340. 397.4 
351.8 240. 333.8 396. 
350. 237. 395.0 
231. 275.0 
331.6 227. 223.5 350.0 
303.5 157.8 284.6 
301.0 208. 179.7 305. 
206. 237.8 329.5 
(1) (1) (1) (1) (1) 


Percent change 


Mar.-Apr. 1958 +5.9 +6.2 +5.7 -1.0 +9.8 +8.0 


Source: Department Labor. Percent change: Apr.-May 1958, +7.9; May 1957-58, yet available. 
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Table G-2: Contract Construction: Number Employees and Indexes Employment (Seasonally Adjusted) 


NUMBER EMPLOYEES (in thousands, seasonally adjusted) 


INDEXES (1947-49=100) EMPLOYMENT (seasonally 


Source: Department Labor. Indexes for months before January 1953 are based seasonally adjusted employment data derived 
the Federal Reserve Board. 


7 
2,165.0 
2,333.0 
2,634.0 
593.0 
1957: 
305.0 
285.0 
Oct... 
3,059.0 
2,850.0 
1958: 
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Table G-3: -Contract Construction: Employment, State 


Colorado 


Connecticut! 
Delaware 

District Columbia.. 
Florida 

Georgia 


oe 


Kentucky 
Louisiana 


Michigan 
Minnesota 
Mississippi ... 
Missouri 
Montana 


NNO 
ne 


N 


New Hampshire 


DO OY &w 
reer? oa s 
Wo 


YN NN 


New Mexico ..... 


N 


wn 
N 
N 
N 
N 


wn 
no 


New York 
North Carolina 
North Dakota 


One 


Pennsylvania 
Rhode Island 
South Carolina 
South Dakota 


Washington 
West Virginia 
Visconsin 


ov 


Source: Department Labor. Includes small number employees mining. Not available. Change less than one-half 
percent. Data revised from January 1956. Revised statistics for months not shown here are available upon request. 


Number employees (in thousands) 
23.4 23.7 23.6 23.6 23.3 22.7 23.5 19.9 19.6 21.4 +10 
21.3 20.6 16.5 14,3 14,1 15.5 16.6 16.4 15.4 16.0 
89. 64.0 69.7 73.5 78.9 -12 
5.5 5.4 4.6 3.6 3.3 3.3 4.0 3.8 4.0 
8.4 7.4 5.4 4.9 4.5 4.4 5.6 


N 
nw 

N 


TOC ONMA 
N = 


(3) (3) 


(3) 


wn 
N non 


Number employees (in thousands) 


Table G-4: Contract Construction: Employment Selected Areas 


. 


Evansville, 
Conn? 
Nassau-Suffolk Counties, 


New York, 


Newark-Jersey City, 


Albany-Schenectady- N.Y..... 
Albuquerque, 
New York-Northeastern Jersey.. 
See footnotes end table. 


New Bedford, Mass. 
New Britain, 

New Haven, Conn. 


Minneapolis-St. Paul, 


Milwaukee, 


Manchester, 


Louisville, Ky. 


Little Rock-N. Little Rock, Ark. ... 
Los Angeles, 


Jacksonville, Fla..... 

Kansas City, Mo. 

Knoxville, Tenn. 


Indianapolis, Ind. 


Harrisburg, Pa. 

Huntington-Ashland, 


Charleston, 
Chattanooga, Tenn. 

Denver, 

Des Moines, 


Birminghan, 
Bridgeport, 
Casper, Wyo. 


Binghamton, 


Allentown-Bethlehem-Easton, Pa. 


19.9 19.1] 18.1] 17.1] 16.3] 18.1] 19.8] 16.7 
66.1 57.1] 50.4] 49.0] 66.0] 62.7] 60.6 -19 Sai 
10.5 8.7] 9.8] 10.6] 10.2] 9.3] 8.8 +20 
ic 
229] 21.8] 21.2] 21.5] 23.9] 24.7 -13 
29.8 23.7] 21.3] 21.1] 21.5] 23.6] 24.1 Sou 
Jan 
19.6 
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Table G-4: Contract Construction: Employment Selected 


Number employees (in thousands) Percent 
change, 


Area 1957 1955 1956 
Portland, 4.0 2.8 3.1 -18 
10.1 9.7 9.0 8.6 8.1 8.5 8.6 8.3 9.0 
8.7 8.2 7.6 7.4 7.4 7.8 8.2 8.9 
3.7 3.7 3.4 3.5 3.6 3.7 3.7 3.6 3.6 +19 
Stamford, 4.9 4.8 4.4 3.8 3.8 3.9 4.1 3.8 4.6 
5.3 4.8 4.3 4.0 4.0 4.0 4.2 3.7 3.8 -13 
6.4 5.7 4.8 4.4 3.8 2.8 3.9 4.0 
Trenton, 2.8 2.3 2.1 2.4 2.5 3.4 3.4 3.8 
5.5 5.7 5.6 5.7 5.5 5.4 5.5 4.4 4.8 +15 
7.9 7.8 7.3 6.9 7.2 7.9 8.9 8.4 8.3 
Wilmington, Del. 10.1 9.8 9.0 8.6 9.7 8.3 
4.5 4.3 4.0 3.5 3.3 3.4 3.9 3.8 4.2 -12 
Source: Department Labor. Data from January 1956 not comparable with previous periods because area was redefined (and data 
correspondingly revised) include Clayton Co. well Cobb, DeKalb, and Fulton Cos. Includes small number employees mining. 
Not available. Data revised from January 1956. Revised statistics for months not shown here are available upon request. Data from 
January 1955 not comparable with previous periods because area was redefined (and data correspondingly revised) include Henderson Co., Ky., 
well Vanderburgh Co., Ind. Data from January 1956 not comparable with previous periods because area was redefined (and data 
correspondingly revised) include Waukeska Co. well Milwaukee Co. 
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Table G-5: Contract Construction: Indexes Aggregate Weekly Man-Hours 


(1947-49=100) 


114.2 111.5 
129.5 126.1 
141.1 138.5 139.8 


143.2 144.0 139.9 
137.2 131.7 136.7 
134.0 128.6 128.6 
144. 146.6 138.3 
161.1 160.7 157.7 
157.4 153.9 149.6 


Chart 


Hours and Earnings Contract Construction 


AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS 
DOLLARS) BUILDING CONSTRUCTION 


AVERAGE WEEKLY HOURS 


CONSTRUCTION 


BUILDING 


BUILDING 


——_—— 


TOTAL 


NONBUILDING CONSTRUCTION 


1958 


SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF LABOR. CONSTRUCTION REVIEWC.D. 58-10-0 


195 


Annual 
Year Feb. Mar. Apr. May June July Aug. Nov. Dec. average 
95.5 102.8 106.4 113.5 120.3 128.0 131.4 123.3 114.4 118.9 
Source: Department Labor. 
115 115 Ye 
90 90 
44 44 4 19: 
3 6 ? | Ww 3 6 
3.20 
AVERAGE HOURLY EARNINGS (DOLLARS) 
2.80 | 2.80 
2.50 2.50 
J F ry J A s ° N J F ry M J ry s ° N Avg 
1957 Avg 
care 


Period 


August 
September 
November 
December 
1958: 


Year: 


1957: 


1958: January 


1958: January 


Avg. wkly. earnings 
Avg. wkly. 
Avg. 


Source: Department 
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Table G-6: Contract Construction: Hours and Gross Earnings Construction Workers 


Building construction Nonbuilding construction 


Special trades contractors 


General Highway Other 
con- All Plumbing Painting All non- non- 
trades heating rating 
AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS 


94.57 109.82 


37.0 36.2 39.9 
37.3 36.7 39.9 
36.9 36.1 39.2 
36.8 36. 36.5 
37.2 36.4 36.8 39.4 
37.8 36.9 37.2 39.9 
37.9 36.8 36.8 36.2 40.3 
37.2 37.3 36.5 40.6 
37.7 36.8 37.0 36.0 40. 
37.5 36.6 36.7 35.6 39.8 
34.9 34.4 34.8 33.7 37.0 
35.5 34.9 35.3 
35.8 35.2 35.3 33.4 
33.5 33.0 31.3 36.0 
35.7 35.2 33.9 38.3 
35.5 34.4 38. 


$2. 
2.81 


Labor. 


(NOTE: Table G-7, Registered Apprentices the Building Trades, published 
semiannual basis, data become available.) 


con- 
tractors 
106.39 107.02 
111.07 110.48 
110.84 111.14 
110.25 110.53 
AVERAGE WEEKLY HOURS 
November........ 
AVERAGE HOURLY EARNINGS 
September...... 
2.97 
3.00 
February 
2.99 
Percent change, April 1957 1958 
+4.6 +4.8 +4.8 +4.6 +4.4 +3.9 +4.7 


Construction Legislation 


Increase FHA Mortgage Insurance Authorization. (Public Law 85-442, approved June 1958.) 


This law amends section 217 the National Housing Act increase the general mortgage in- 
surance authorization the Federal Housing Administration billion, thus raising from $25.8 
billion $29.8 billion the FHA’s mortgage insurance limit under section 217 (which covers all FHA 
housing programs except those under title home repair and improvement and title VIII military housing), 
This increase underwriting authority expected meet requirements through June 30, 1959. 


Department Agriculture and Farm Credit Administration Appropriation Act, 1958. (Public Law 85-459, 
approved June 13, 1958.) 


This law provides funds for the following major items which include construction: 


Rural Electrification Administration. $317,000,000 loan authorizations for the rural 
program, and $67,500,000 for the rural telephone program. Additional amounts not exceeding $25,000,000 
for each program may borrowed during the fiscal year 1959, required for the expeditious and orderly 
development these programs, under provisions the Rural Electrification Act 1936, amended. 


Agricultural Conservation Program. $74,780,000 for regular soil conservation operations, $25,500,000 
for the watershed protection program, $18,000,000 for the flood prevention program, and $10,000,000 for 
the Great Plains conservation program. 


Farmers’ Home Administration. $24,000,000 for direct and insured farm ownership loans for the 
chase, enlargement development family type farms (including farm housing and other building 
construction), under and section title the Bankhead-Jones Farm Tenant Act, 
amended; and $5,500,000 for direct and insured soil and water conservation loans under Act 
August 28, 1937, amended. 


Department the Interior and Related Agencies Appropriation Act, 1958. (Public Law 85-439, approved 
June 1958.) 


Major items this law which include construction are follows: 


Department the Interior: Bureau Land Management. $4,685,000, which includes continued con- 
struction timber access roads and acquisition rights-of-way the Oregon and California grant 
lands and other lands Colorado, Wyoming, and Idaho (road construction funds transferred the 


the Federal-Aid Highway Act 1956. National Park Service. $20,000,000 for construction build 
ings and utilities, and $22,000,000 for parkway, road, and trail construction authorized under the 
Federal-Aid Highway Acts 1954 and 1956. Fish and Wildlife Service. $4,429,350 for construction 
and improvement facilities. Territories. $5,300,000 for public works Alaska. 


Department Agriculture, Forest Service. $26,000,000 for construction forest roads and trails 
authorized under the Federal-Aid Highway Acts 1956 and 1958. 
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Bureau Public Roads, Commerce Department). Bureau Indian Affairs. $26,000,000 for school 
facilities and irrigation systems, and $8,000,000 for road construction and maintenance authorized under 


4 
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PART PUT PLACE 


*New Construction Put Place: 


Recent Monthly Trend, Ownership and Type Comstruction 
Seasonally Adjusted Annual Rate, Ownership and Type Construction 
Value 1947-49 Prices, Ownership and Type Construction 
Public: Source Funds, Ownership, and Type Construction 
PART 
New Nonfarm Dwelling Units Started: 
Private: Seasonally Adjusted Annual Rate 
Private 1-Family Houses: Average Construction 
Selected States: Ownership (Quarterly: February, May, August, November issues) 
Nonfann Mortgage Recordings $20,000 Less: 
Housing Vacancy Rates: (Quarterly: January, April, July, October issues) 
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Rate City and Trade, and Range Rates, Trade 
PART OUTPUT 
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F-10. Imports and Exports Selected Construction Materials (Quarterly: February, May, August, November issues) 
F-11. Plumbing Fixtures: Production, Shipments, and Stocks (Quarterly: March, June, September, December issues) 
(NOTE: June 1958 table scheduled for July.) 
PART 
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Registered Apprentices the Trades: 
State and Territory, and Trade (Published semiannual basis, data become available) 
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WASHINGTON 25, D.C. 
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1956 NATIONAL HOUSING INVENTORY 


Volume Components Change 


Reports this volume present statistics the components change the housing 
inventory for the United States, the four regions, and nine selected standard metropolitan 
areas for the period April 1950 December 31, 1956. The data were collected the 
National Housing Inventory December 1956 and January 1957. The National Housing 
Inventory the first survey which statistics components change have been 
collected. 


Volume arranged ten parts; the first part presents statistics for the United States 
and each the four regions, and the remaining nine parts present statistics for the nine 


standard metropolitan areas listed below: 


Part 1--United States and Regions Part 6--Detroit 


Part 2--Atlanta Part 7--Los Angeles 
Part 3--Boston Part 8--New York 
Part 4--Chicago Part 9--Philadelphia 
Part 5--Dallas Part 


These reports may purchased from the Bureau the Census, Washington 25, C., 
any Department Commerce Field Office (see inside front cover Construction 
Review for addresses). 


Money order check should made payable Census, Department Commerce. 
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